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Kindergarten – Grade 3

Aldrin, Buzz.  Reaching for the Moon, 2005


Buzz Aldrin’s easygoing, articulate style instantly pulls readers into this biography that brings his early life and career into sharp focus.  The illustrations by Wendell Minor, especially those of the space flight, are dynamic.  This is a wonderful picture book biography for transitional readers, especially grades two and three. (AR)

Arnold, Katya.  Elephants Can Paint Too, 2005.


The author, an art teacher, and her artist husband, created this project where elephants in Thailand, India and Cambodia, were taught to paint, just like the author’s human students.  This picture book would make a creative segue into a discussion into the plight of endangered species for many grade levels.  (AR)

Arnosky, Jim.  The Brook Book: Exploring the Smallest Streams, 2008


With simple language and naturalist Arnosky’s signature art, readers can explore the world of brooks and streams.  This includes information on the planets and animals found in and around the water. (AR)
Ashby, Ruth.  My Favorite Dinosaurs, 2005


Fans of dinosaurs will want to wander through these pages.  John Sibbick's full-bleed spreads of the giant terrible lizards gallivanting on prehistoric landscapes share the page with boxes of text that explain facts about specific dinosaurs.   (AR)

Aston, Dianna.  An Egg Is Quiet, 2006


This handsome, elegant book combines a simple text with lovely, detailed illustrations to showcase the variety of eggs of birds, reptiles and fish.  From the ostrich to the Atlantic salmon, a green lacewing to an emperor penguin, this book shows the variety of colors and sizes and different animals care for their eggs.  This can be used as a read aloud for younger grades using just the text in cursive script, but has a good amount of information for older children in the detailed captions and smaller print.  (AR)

Aston, Dianna.  A Seed Is Sleepy, 2007.

An informative, yet beautiful, introduction to seeds that utilizes the same techniques as An Egg Is Quiet.  It introduces young readers to the characteristics, growth, and movement of a variety of seeds as they become plants.

Bailey, Jacqui.  Monster Bones: The Story of a Dinosaur Fossil, 2004.


When a coelophysis falls into river and breaks its back, the process for this dinosaur becoming a fossil begins.  Humorous, yet accurate drawings and a breezy text combine to clearly explain the fossilization process, including the eventual discovery of the bones and reconstruction in a museum.  This is a fascinating look at a fascinating subject, with the added bonus of hands-on experiment that allows children to create their own fossil. (AR)

Barasch, Lynne.  Ask Albert Einstein, 2005.


Based on a newspaper article, with some fictional additions, this tells the story of a schoolgirl who wrote to Einstein for help with her math homework.  Einstein answers the letter with a clue so that the girl can solve the problem herself.  The problem, clue and solution are all included in this book, which will serve to make the genius a little more human for kids.  The story itself will amuse younger children, but it could also be a great book to use as a quick read and challenge for older kids.  (AR)

Bateman, Donna.  Deep in the Swamp, 2007.

Rhyming text and illustrations introduces animals with a cumulative amount of young--from one alligator to ten crayfish--that live in the Okefenokee Swamp. (AR)

Bauer, Marion Dane.  Clouds, 2004.


This title is part of the “ready-to-read” series, and will work well for first graders just ready to tackle a book on their own.  Bauer lends her considerable talents to craft an excellent introduction using short sentences and simple vocabulary. (AR)

Berne, Jennifer.  Manfish: A Story of Jacques Cousteau, 2008.


A contributing writer for Nick, Jr. magazine has written a sensitive biography focusing on the early life of Cousteau and his fascination with the sea.  The illustrations draw the reader into the ocean life that Cousteau explored.  (AR)
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.  Forces Make Things Move, 2005.


Part of the prolific Lets-Read-and-Find-Out series, this volume has a little more text than some of the others in this series.  This only helps to clearly present the complex topic of forces, reactions, inertia, friction and gravity.  Using lots of child friendly examples, the author manages to get these ideas across to the intended audience, and has even added a hands-on activity to show friction.  (AR)

Brenner, Barbara.  One Small Place in a Tree, 2004


A child visitor observes as one tiny scratch in a tree develops into a home for a variety of woodland animals over many years, even after the tree has fallen.  Tom Leonard’s scientifically accurate illustrations complement the text and help make this a good introduction to an ecology lesson for second or third graders.  (AR)

Brown, Charlotte.  Beyond Dinosaurs:  Monsters of the Air and Sea, 2007.

An exciting easy reader introduces prehistoric creatures who dominated the oceans and the sky, from the Kronosaurus to the flying Pterodaustros.  It discusses the creatures that lived alongside dinosaurs, including animals with teeth as large as bananas, animals that spit water through hundreds of teeth, and creatures that preyed on dinosaurs. (AR)

Campbell, Sarah.  A Backyard Predator, 2008


This photographic story of a day in the life of a wolfsnail offers readers a glimpse of the food chain in their own backyards.  The wolfsnail feeds on other smaller snails, and this book follows the hunt of this unlikely predator.  (AR)

Castella, Krystina and Brian Boyl.  Discovering Nature’s Alphabet, 2006.


Full color photographs allow readers to see nature in a new light as it shows them the letters of the alphabet found in the ocean, in the forest and in the middle of the city.

Chrustowski, Rick.  Turtle Crossing, 2006.


This picture book follows a painted box turtle from her birth in an underground nest to her journey to the pond, until she crosses the road to build her own nest.  Cutaway views show what is above and below ground.  (AR)

Cobb, Vicki.  I Fall Down, 2004.


Cobb explains gravity in terms that even a young child can understand.  Attuned to the learning style of young children, Cobb's questions and suggestions offer kids the experience of the scientific process rather than the drone of simplified information.  This is especially useful for kindergarten and first grade.  An earlier title in the Science Play series is I Face the Wind.  (AR)

Collard, Sneed B., III.  Platypus, Probably, 2005.


A simple text in a large font describes the history and lifestyle of that problematic assortment of body parts known as the platypus.  On the last page, the author discusses efforts to save the platypus and other monotremes by restoring their habitats.  (AR)

Collard, Sneed B., III.  Wings. 2008.


Birds are not the only creatures with wings. Collard’s minimal text explores the different winged creatures and the mechanics of flight.  Robin Brickman’s colorful collages show the delicate beauty of the many types of wings.  (AR)

Collicutt, Paul.  This Rocket, 2005.


Collicutt's colorful book is at once an easy reader, a concept book, and a space primer. Introducing all types of rockets while comparing them as opposites, it will find many uses–and many readers. Space enthusiasts will be able to manage the simple text and garner even more information from the detailed end pages, which feature rocket history and a description of the Apollo 11 mission.  

Cowley, Joy.  Chameleon, Chameleon, 2005.


The same team that created Red-Eyed Tree Frog has produced another eye-catching look at an exotic creature.  The vivid illustrations and highly readable text make this a good choice in discussing the rainforest or amphibians in general.  (AR)

Davies, Nicola.  Ice Bear: In the Steps of the Polar Bear, 2005.


Impressionistic, almost poetic, illustrations capture your eye in contrast to the factual text.  This book celebrates the power of this large bear, and packs in a good amount of information about its life, its search for food and raising its young.  (AR)

Davies, Nicola.  Surprising Sharks, 2003.


The compelling narrative, colorful illustrations, and captivating facts reveal that sharks come in all shapes and sizes--and probably should be more afraid of humans than we are of them. Here's a book about sharks that kids can really get their teeth into.  (AR)

DePalma, Mary Newell.  A Grand Old Tree, 2005


Simple images of the life cycle of a cherry tree and all it gives to us and to the animals.  (AR)
Dooling, Michael.  Young Thomas Edison, 2005


How did Edison grow up to be a legendary inventor? Michael Dooling explores the origins of Edison's scientific genius: his interest in mixing chemicals--sometimes with explosive results--and his diligence in his work as a paperboy, as well as his difficulty paying attention in school.  (AR)

Dotlich, Rebecca.  What Is Science?  2006.

Introduces young readers to the many topics included within the study of science, such as stars, planets, rocks, soil, sea, earthquakes, and trees, using accessible text and bright illustrations.

French, Vivian.  T. Rex, 2004.


A grandfather and son talk about what is known about tyrannosaurus rex and what is speculation.  Dinosaur fans will enjoy it, but this is as much about the mysteries of science as it is about dinosaurs.  The picture book format lends itself to a classroom read aloud for primary grades.  (AR)

Frost, Helen.  Monarch and Milkweed, 2008


Monarchs lay their eggs on milkweed leaves, which then provide food for the caterpillar and a place for the chrysalis to hang.  This readable account of the intertwined relationship between the monarch butterfly and the milkweed plant is combined with gorgeous illustrations.  (AR)

George, Jean Craighead.  The Wolves are Back, 2008.


Not a detailed look at the wolf, this book by a Newbery award winning author, explains how wolves were re-introduced into Yellowstone Park in 1995 and have since helped restore the natural balance there.  (AR)

Gibbons, Gail.  Dinosaurs!, 2008.


This reworking of the 1987 book has been updated to include some of the current theories and information but retains the simple writing style.  (AR)
Gibbons, Gail.  Elephants of Africa, 2008.


Behavior, diet, habitats and more are covered in Gibbon’s signature style in this books on the world’s largest land mammal.  

 Gibbons, Gail.  Owls, 2005.


One of the premiere non-fiction authors for younger readers, Gibbons has authored many outstanding animal books.  In Owls she blends report information with interesting facts to both instruct and entertain students.  (AR)

Gibbons, Gail.  Snakes, 2008


Larger than many of the other Gibbons’ titles, this is another example of the author’s signature writing style.  The text is simple and clear, the artwork is colorful, and the two make a winning combination for young readers.  (AR)

Goldstone, Bruce.  Great Estimations, 2006.

Using a giant jar of jellybeans, this book introduces the concept of estimation to children and challenges them to use the lessons provided to make good estimations of their very own.

Greenstein, Elaine.  One Little Seed, 2004.


Simple enough for preschoolers, this is still right on target for kindergarten and first grade.  Young children will have no problem understanding the growth process as the seed becomes a flower.  This child-friendly volume is illustrated by spot-on artwork that fills up the small pages.  

Hall, Margaret.  Flies, 2006.


Very simple text and large, close-up colorful illustrations are sure to fascinate young students as much as they evoke cringes and “yucks.”  Part of Capstone’s Bugs, Bugs, Bugs series, this takes a common insect and explains parts of the body and life cycle in vocabulary simple enough for primary grades to read on their own.  Other titles in the series include Centipedes, Fireflies, Mosquitoes.  (AR) 

Hatkoff, Isabella.  Knut: How One Little Polar Bear Captivated the World, 2007.


Captivating story of a polar bear cub, born in captivity, who survived and thrived under the care of a zookeeper in Berlin.  The photographs are outstanding; the narrative clearly conveys the message that Knut’s natural habitat and the survival of polar bears is threatened by global warming.  (AR)
Hatkoff, Isabella.  Owen and Mzee:  The Language of Friendship, 2007.

Provides the true story of the strong relationship that has developed between Mzee, the 130-year-old tortoise, and Owen, the orphaned baby hippo rescued from the tsunami floods, through their special form of communication of soft sounds and gestures.  Sequel to:  Owen and Mzee:  The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship.  (AR)
Hirschi, Ron.  Ocean Seasons, 2007


In a fun format that includes some hands-on activities, readers learn about marine biology and the changes that occur throughout the year. 

Hodgkins, Fran.  Between the Tides, 2007.


With simple language and clear illustrations, this book introduces children to creatures found in tidal pools, including crabs, sea urchins, periwinkles and more.

Jenkins, Steve.  Almost Gone: The World’s Rarest Animals, 2006.


Each endangered animal is captured in a paragraph of information that covers all the basic facts.  There is a wealth of information, considering the brevity of the text, but it is secondary to the stunning illustrations. (AR)

Jenkins, Steve.  Brothers and Sisters: Sibling Relationships In the Animal World, 2008.


The nine-banded armadillos are always born as quadruplets, grizzly bear siblings grow up fighting each other, and giant anteaters never have siblings – the why of these and many more interesting facts are explored by the award winning team of Jenkins and Page.  (AR)

Jenkins, Steve.  Dogs and Cats, 2007.

Whether you're a cat lover or a dog person, you can learn how your favorite companion came to be a pet and how its body works and then flip the book over to learn about the other kind.   This book offers a series of miscellaneous facts about dogs and cats, including their origins in human history, habits, behavior, anatomy, and socialization. (AR)

Jenkins, Steve.  I See a Kookaburra! Discovering Animal Habitats Around the World,
2005


Jenkins and Page team up again, this time to combine vibrant paper-collage art with an I Spy game to introduce wildlife in six habitats around the world. A double-page scene offering a glimpse of the animals that appear on the following two pages introduces each habitat, accompanied by a bit of text that invites kids to look closely at the pictures.

Jenkins, Steve.  Move!, 2006.


Readers follow animals as they swing, dance, and float, then learn why these animals move the way they do. This playful introduction to motion in the animal kingdom invites young readers to guess some of the unusual ways that animals get around.  Jenkins and Robin Page have created another eye-catching book for young readers.  (AR)

Jenkins, Steve.  Prehistoric Actual Size, 2005.


This oversized picture book depicts prehistoric animals from the tiny to the huge.  The book is not limited to dinosaurs, so a one millimeter protozoon, an eight foot tall bird, and an early dragonfly are all included, along with Giganotosaurus, whose teeth are depicted.  Also Actual Size.  (AR) 

Jenkins, Steve.  What Do You Do With a Tail Like This?, 2003


Steve Jenkins was awarded a Caldecott Honor for this stellar animal picture book.  Created in collaboration with his wife, Robin Page, this is packed with fascinating facts and gorgeous illustrations.  Various body parts are highlighted – tail, mouth, eyes – from a number of animals.  The question and answer format can be easily used with younger students but don’t miss out on sharing this with third and fourth graders as well.  

Kelly, Irene.  It’s a Butterfly’s Life, 2007.

Filled with winsome illustrations and a delightful design that looks like an artist's sketchbook, an inspiring companion to It's a Hummingbird's Life shows how all butterflies go through metamorphosis and become creatures of beauty and grace that may live just a few days or migrate thousands of miles to warmer climates. (AR)

Krensky, Stephen.  A Man for All Seasons: The Life of George Washington Carver, 2008.


Krensky’s lively text combines with Wil Clay’s art for an outstanding picture book tribute to a scientist who began life as a slave and became a renown scientist and teacher.  (AR)
Kudlinski, Kathleen V.  Boy, Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs, 2005.


The author focuses on some of the early dinosaur theories and shows how further discoveries proved these assumptions incorrect.  The author covers some of the newer theories and is honest about how much we still have to learn.  This is an excellent book not just on dinosaurs but on scientific research as well.   (AR)

Lang, Aubrey.  Baby Ground Squirrel, 2004.


In this volume from the Nature Babies Series, children are introduced to a squirrel that lives on the Western prairies.  The brilliant photos and abundant facts make this an outstanding series for first and second grade animal reports.  Other titles include: koala, sloth, owl, fox and lion, all by Aubrey Lang.  (AR)

Leedy, Loreen.  The Edible Pyramid:  Good Eating Every Day, (revised) 2007.

Animal characters learn about "good eating everyday" in a restaurant called The Edible Pyramid, where the waiter offers the foods grouped in sections of the Food Guide Pyramid and customers learn how many servings they need each day.  Incorporates the new nutritional guidelines. (AR)

Levenson, George.  Bread Comes to Life: A Garden of Wheat and a Loaf to Eat, 2004.


Simple, rhyming text and beautiful, close-up color photographs celebrate "the most ancient food that is still part of the modern diet."  Follow a baker step-by-step, from planting the seeds to baking the bread in this beautiful photo-essay that is perfect for kindergarten and first grade.  This can be used for science and for information on the origins of food.  (AR)

Levine, Shar.  Super Senses, 2003.


Levine provides simple activities and experiments designed to show young children how the senses work as well as a clear explanation of each of the senses.  

Lindeen, Carol K.  Life in an Ocean, 2004.


This simple text, with marvelous photographs, introduces the ocean biome, including the environment, plants and animals for the youngest students. (AR)

Mannis, Celeste Davidson.  Snapshots: The Wonders of Monterey Bay, 2006.


Spare verse and gorgeous full-color photographs show a clear picture of this spectacular coastal ecosystem and celebrate the diversity of marine animals that inhabit Monterey Bay in California, including sea lions, whales and otters.  (AR)

Markle, Sandra.  Finding Home, 2008.


After a bush fire destroys their home, a mother koala and her joey must search for a new home and feeding ground.  The illustrations are appealing and the attention to detail is superb.  (AR)

Markle, Sandra.  A Mother’s Journey, 2005


A simple, lyrical text follows the fortunes of an Emperor penguin from laying her first egg through her epic journey to open sea seeking food and culminating in her timely return with a belly full to regurgitate for her newly hatched chick.  This should be a hit with students in kindergarten and first grade.  (AR)

Markle, Sandra.  Little Lost Bat, 2006.

After three days of searching and waiting for his mother to return from her daily hunting trip, a baby Mexican free-tailed bat is adopted by a mother bat.

Markle, Sandra.  Snakes: Biggest! Littlest!, 2005.


This eye-catching book will invite budding herpetologists to jump right in!  The text, just right for second and third graders, covers the pros and cons of snake size, along with what makes that snake just right for its environment.  (AR)

McCully, Emily Arnold.  Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight Became an Inventor, 2006.


This is a solid introduction to a prolific inventor, who among other things invented the flat-bottomed paper grocery bag, and successfully argues her case in court when a machine shop worker steals the plans and files a patent.  

McNulty, Faith.  If You Decide to Go to the Moon, 2005.


In this lavish picture book, illustrated by Steven Kellogg, readers accompany a boy on a fascinating excursion to the moon. The text provides tips on what to pack and describes the distance to be covered. After blastoff, facts about space travel are mingled with descriptions of what the journey might be like.  While in space, a four page fold out shows planet Earth with all its colors as contrasted to the black and white moon.  (AR)

Miller, Debbie.  Arctic Lights, Arctic Nights, 2003.


This lovely book describes the unique light phenomena of the Alaskan Arctic and the way animals adapt to the temperature and daylight changes each month of the year.  This can easily be used by older students for information, but younger students will also appreciate this well-done book.  (AR)

Mitton, Jacqueline.  Once Upon a Starry Night: A Book of Constellation Stories, 2003.


In their third astronomical adventure together, the creators of Zoo in the Sky and Kingdom of the Sun introduce youngsters to both constellations and their mythology. This book presents a series of 10 constellations and briefly retells the Greek myths related to them. (AR)

Morrison, Gordon.  A Drop of Water, 2006.

A lyrical and beautiful appreciation for the wonder of nature follows a single drop of water as it flows along a mountain stream, tracing the various animals and environments influenced by its passage. (AR)

Morrison, Gordon.  Nature in the Neighborhood, 2004.


Morrison offers a quiet, layered view of a natural world that is familiar to many children. He zeros in on the plants and wildlife found in a neighborhood, throughout the seasons, beginning with the first spring grass sprouting in sidewalk cracks.  This follows the author’s equally successfully Pond and Oak Tree.  (AR)

Murphy,  Liz.  ABC Doctor, 2007.


This book goes over the ABCs of visiting the doctor from examinations and fevers to nurses and urine samples. Each term is accompanied by a fun and informative description, as well as colorful, child-friendly illustrations. (AR)
Nettleton, Pamela.  Thump-Thump: Learning about Your Heart, 2004.


Clear, colorful illustrations work well with this simple text to explain the heart and the circulatory system for youngest students.  This is part of the Amazing Body series that includes books about the senses, digestive system, respiratory system, brain and nervous system and muscles and bones.  (AR)

Patkau, Karen.  Creatures Great and Small, 2006.


Facts about extremely large animals like the blue whale and the goliath tarantula to very small, like bumblebee bat and fairy shrimp, are simply presented. Charts introduce the concept of scale and proportion.
Posada, Mia.  Guess What Is Growing Inside This Egg?  2007.

Rhyming text introducing eggs, their location, and the behavior of their parents invites the readers to guess what sort of animal is inside, and provides information about the baby animals on the next page. (AR)

Robbins, Ken.  Seeds, 2005.


From flowers to fruits, everything begins with a tiny seed. Young readers will learn how seeds grow, and how they vary in shape, size, and dispersal patterns.  With simple verse and breathtaking photographs, this book captures the magic of a seed.  

Rockwell, Anne F.  Backyard Bear, 2006.


With a simple text and picture book format, this book explores what happens when humans and their buildings take over former forest land.

Rockwell, Anne F.  Honey in a Hive, 2005.


This well respected author for primary grade students has written a smooth text that engages the reader and gives them a basic understanding of honeybees and honey production.  With any book this length some information is going to be left out, but this is good beginning and is enhanced by the detailed color illustrations.  Also: Four Seasons Make a Year.  (AR)

Rockwell, Anne F.  Who Lives in an Alligator Hole?  2006.

This recent entry in the Let’s Read and Find Out science series describes the habitats of these reptiles which scientists call a "keystone species" because they change the environment for their own use in a way that helps many other plants and animals.

Rockwell, Anne F.  Why Are the Icecaps Melting?: The Dangers of Global Warming,  2006

This presents a very basic explanation of global warming and the greenhouse effect and what we can do to combat these changes.

Rosinsky, Natalie.  Magnets: Pulling Together, Pushing Apart, 2003.


In just twenty-four pages, Rosinsky covers the basic facts about magnets, including the magnetic earth and how a compass works and some simple experiments. This is especially useful for kindergarten and first grade.  (AR)

Rotner, Shelly.  Every Season, 2007.

A visually stunning journey through all four seasons asks youngsters "Which is your favorite season?"

Rusch, Elizabeth.  The Planet Hunter: The Story Behind What Happened to Pluto, 2007.


This slightly fictionalized picture book tells the story of Michael Brown, whose search for other planets led to the discovery of Eris and Sedna, and finally to the redefining of the term planet.  Second and third graders should be able to handle the text, and the story will intrigue older students as well.  

Ryder, Joanne.  A Pair of Polar Bears, 2006.


Who could resist these charming photos of the polar bear twins who find a home at the San Diego Zoo?  Only three months old when they arrive, these orphaned cubs are shown adjusting to their new home and chronicles their growth and development.  Ryder provides two lines of text – one to read aloud to the very young, the other to supplement the story for older children.  (AR)

Sayre, April Pulley.  Ant, Ant, Ant! (An Insect Chant), 2005.


This catchy chant is not just about ants, but uses the names of fifty-nine other American insects with words positioned on the pages so that they leap, swirl, and wiggle around the generous illustrations.  Curiosity about named insects can be satisfied by the additional facts about each insect at the end of the book.  

Sayre, April Pulley.  Stars Beneath Your Bed: The Surprising Story of Dust, 2005.


Two award-winning picture book talents (Ann Jonas does the illustrations) tackle a subject that is all around--dust--in this gripping, eye-opening book that lets readers wonder if the speck of dust under their bed is actually a bit of dinosaur or a piece of star.  (AR)

Sayre, April Pulley.  Trout Are Made of Trees, 2008


The simple text explores life in and around a stream and demonstrates the connections in a complex food web.  Back matter explains the life cycle of trout in more detail as well as some ideas for kids to get involved in conservation activities.  (AR)

Sayre, April Pulley.  Vulture View, 2008.


The eating habits of turkey vultures serve a very important ecological role. In her signature energetic style, nature writer April Pulley Sayre introduces young readers to their world. The illustrations by Caldecott Honor winning artist Steve Jenkins capture these birds in all their surprising majesty.  (AR)

Schaefer, Lola M.  Arrowhawk, 2004.


This captivating story is based on a true tale of a young red-tailed hawk’s survival after being struck by an arrow.  The hawk is finally helped by wildlife rehabilitators.  An afterword covers in more detail the hawk’s fate and how birds of prey are fairing in the coexistence with man.  (AR)

Schaefer, Lola M.  An Island Grows, 2006


This simple picture book traces the development of an island from an undersea volcanic eruption to a lush, teeming environment.
Schaefer, Lola. M.  Pick, Pull, Snap! Where Once a Flower Bloomed, 2003.


The mystery, beauty, and science of how a flower becomes fruit are captured in six gatefolds that show how apple, raspberries, pumpkin and other trees and vines blossom, are pollinated, and eventually bear fruit. This book includes instructions so readers can grow their own plants.  

Schertle, Alice.  We, 2007.


This is a poetic exploration of the beginnings of humankind in Africa, following the course of human development from seven million years ago to today.

Schoenberg, Jane.  My Bodyworks: Songs About Your Bones, Muscles, Heart and More!, 2004.


Some additional facts are included, but this is primarily a song book with an accompanying CD.  The songs give factual information about parts and functions of the body and would make a good choice for school health programs for primary grades.

Serafini, Frank.  Looking Closely Through the Forest, 2008.


Set up like a guessing game, this book shows first a small portion of the photograph with some possible guesses as to what is depicted.  Then the page is turned to show the complete stunning picture with a few sentences about the plant, animal or object in the photo.  This book would make a wonderful introduction to a study of biomes.

Also: Looking Closely Along the Shore.

Sheldon, David.  Barnum Brown: Dinosaur Hunter, 2006.


The exciting story of one of the leading paleontologists in the 1800’s with a knack for finding dinosaur bones, including the fossilized remains of a T. Rex.

Sherman, Josepha.  Shapes in the Sky: A Book About Clouds, 2004,


One of the books in the Amazing Science series from Picture Window Books, this tells in simple language what makes a cloud and the characteristics of the four major types of clouds.  The digitally created geometric pictures are large enough for reading aloud to a group.  (AR)

Sill, Cathryn.  About Habitats: Wetlands, 2008.


In simple, easy-to-understand language, this title offers young readers a first glimpse into wetland habitats, including what kind of animals and plants live there and how certain species have adapted to the environment.  Also:  Deserts.  
Sill, Cathryn.  About Marsupials, 2006.


Stunningly realistic watercolors by John Sill draw readers into the fascinating world of marsupials – how they look, how they move, what they eat and where they live.  This is the newest in the award-winning natural science series, “About?”  Other titles include:  About Mollusks, About Fish, About Crustaceans, About Lizards, About Insects, About Arachnids.   (AR)

Simon, Seymour.  Horses, 2006.


Simon’s signature color photos are the stars in this book that covers the importance of horses to humans throughout history as well as physical traits and various breeds.  (AR)

Sklansky, Amy E.  Where Do Chicks Come From?, 2005.


Sklansky's clear and accurate text begins with fertilization when the rooster's "sperm joins the growing egg" and concludes with the dry, fluffy baby. She uses the correct terminology to discuss the anatomy of the egg and the purpose of each part. She also explains that the "egg you eat for breakfast" is unfertilized and cannot grow into a chick.   (AR)

Stille, Darlene R.  Solids, Liquids and Gases, 2005.


Widely spaced lines of text combine with well-chosen photos in this book.  The author clearly demonstrates the differences between the three states of matter and offers some insight into how these states behave and why.  Also by this author is Electricity: Bulbs, Batteries and Sparks for a slightly younger age audience.  (AR)

Stockdale, Susan.  Fabulous Fishes, 2008


A rhyming text gives brief facts about the eye-popping array of exotic fish depicted in this simple introduction.  Each species is identified in the final pages of this book aimed at a primary grade level.  

Stockland, Patricia M.  Red Eyes or Blue Feathers: A Book about Animal Colors, 2005.


Large colorful illustrations make this book about the wide range of colors found in the animal kingdom a good choice for classroom sharing.  The book offers, in simple language, some of the reasons behind the different color skin, fur, eyes and feathers. (AR)

Thomson, Sarah L.  Amazing Whales, 2004.


Full color photos by the Wildlife Conservation Society add to the drama and impact of this I-Can-Read book.  With a text geared to a second/third grade level, this book could also be used as a good source for information for older students who need easy to read material. (AR)

Wheeler, Lisa.  Mammoths on the Move, 2006.


Vivid art brings to live the migration of these massive prehistoric animals.  Although told in verse, the author shows she is quite familiar with the scientific research on these giant creatures.  (AR)

Winter, Jeanette.  The Tale of Pale Male: a True Story, 2007


The incredible true story of a Red-tailed Hawk that makes himself at home in the most unlikely of places--atop a high-rise apartment building in New York City.

Yes Magazine.  Science Detectives: How Scientists Solved Six Real-Life Mysteries, 2006


Stories of scientists who have used detective skills in their work, including the discovery of a 4,000 year old body in a glacier and the typhoid outbreak of 1906.  Hands-on projects are included.
Grades 3 – 5

Aguilar, David A.  11 Planets: A New View of the Solar System, 2008


This handsome volume from National Geographic looks at the eight planets plus the three dwarf planets: recently demoted Pluto, Ceres in the asteroid belt and Eris in the distant Kuiper belt.  Fast facts are easily located on an appended chart.

Anderson, Maxine.  Amazing Leonardo da Vinci Inventions You Can Build Yourself, 2006.


Most of Leonardo's inventions were never made in his lifetime-they remained sketches in his famous notebooks. This book shows you how to bring these ideas to life using common household supplies.

Arnold, Caroline.  Giant Sea Reptiles of the Dinosaur Age, 2007.

Examines the fossil bones of gigantic reptiles, such as plesiosaurs and mosasaurs, from around the world to provide a comprehensive look at the life of these massive real-life sea predators that once ruled the seas with great stealth and strength.

Arnold, Caroline.  Pterosaurs: Rulers of the Skies in the Dinosaur Age, 2004.


This solid overview of “the only reptiles ever capable of powered flight” is the newest entry by Arnold and illustrator Laurie Caple.  Included are descriptions of about 20 of the more than 100 different pterosaur species known today.  A concluding list of museums that house pterosaur fossils will keep field-trip planners and families of dino-mad youngsters busy.  Also: When Mammoths Walked the Earth (AR)

Arnosky, Jim.  Following the Coast, 2004.


Readers follow the author and his wife as they travel up the East Coast of the United States from Florida to Delaware as they explore the wildlife – both plant and animal – they encounter in the salt marshes.  (AR)

Ball, Johnny.  Go Figure!: a Totally Cool Book About Numbers, 2005


This fascinating look at mathematics includes the usual puzzles and number history, but also includes bits of topology, fractals and even chaos theory.  Some of the math is best for upper elementary and even middle school students, but adults will find lots of suggestions and math experiments to engage kids of many ages.  (AR)

Ballard, Carol.  From Coxpox to Antibiotics: Discovering Vaccines and Medicines, 2006.


Using various examples, the author shows how a discovery or invention of one person can lead to a chain reaction of discoveries by others. Useful for older students as well, the straightforward style of this slim volume makes it accessible.  

Barretta, Gene.  Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin, 2006.


Although accessible to younger children as well, this will be best used with third and fourth graders.  Normally books on Ben Franklin would be placed with social studies books, but this one emphasizes the inventions or innovations that Franklin created and explains their influence on the modern world.  (AR)

Bishop, Nic.  Forest Explorer: A Life-Size Field Guide, 2004.


Explore the “wilds” of the forest with this unique photographic nature guide.  Bishop uses actual-size photographs of forest-dwelling insects, mammals, reptiles and more to teach aspiring scientists about this accessible habitat.  His newest nature book is The Secrets of Animal Flight which covers birds, bats and insects and is filled with gorgeous high-speed photos.   (AR)

Bishop, Nic.  Frogs, 2008

Bishop’s amazing trademark images show the beauty and intriguing world of frogs, in the same format as last year’s Sibert honor book, Spiders.  Simple, engaging text conveys basic information as well as cool and quirky facts. Facts about size, life expectancy, diet and habitat are all covered.  A double-gatefold opens to reveal a stop-action sequence showing a jumping frog.   (AR)

Blobaum, Cindy.  Insectigations: 40 Hands-On Activities to Explore the Insect World, 2005.


Bugs can be fascinating, and this book offers an extraordinary range of activities to use with individuals or classrooms.  Cage building, journal keeping, collecting, observing, art projects, even games are all included.  The eight chapters each focus on a different topic: metamorphosis, communication, methods of attraction, etc.  From mealworms to butterflies, this book offers a broad range of mostly inexpensive activities, clearly written and attractively presented.   (AR)

Bourgeois, Paulette.  The Dirt on Dirt, 2008.


A breezy look at the science of dirt – what it is, how it is formed and much more.  The author includes ten “hands-on” activities, some more suited to individual activities, but a number of which can be easily used in a classroom setting.  (AR)

Bow, Patricia.  Chimpanzee Rescue: Changing the Future for Endangered Wildlife, 2004.


In the Firefly Animal Rescue series, each book introduces readers to a featured animal, explains the threats it is facing, and explores efforts to protect it.  Stunning, full-color photographs bring each species to life and depict a number of individuals in the field and laboratory working to save these animals.  Series includes: Frog Rescue, Elephant Rescue.  

Bradley, Timothy.  Paleo Bugs: Survival of the Creepiest, 2008.


Action-packed artwork enhances this look at insects and other arthropods from the Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic eras.  Also: Paleo Sharks: Survival of the Strongest. (AR)
Brandolini, Anita J.  Fizz, Bubble and Flash: Element Explorations and Atom Adventures for Hands-On Science Fun, 2003.


This fun book gives instructions for a variety of experiments that examine the characteristics of some of the common elements around us.  The visual presentation makes this book accessible to elementary school students, especially with a teacher’s assistance.  

Brill, Marlene Targ.  Alzheimer’s Disease, 2005.


Listed as an outstanding choice by the NSTA, this book offers a concise overview of a complex and emotional disease.  Causes, treatment, and complications are presented along with a case study and information about the many difficulties and life changes faced by the patients and their families.  

Burnie, David.  Endangered Planet, 2004.


This well-done volume will help fourth and fifth graders to explore the web of natural cycles that supports millions of species, from single-celled bacteria to the rare giant panda. Burnie explains how our ever-growing demand for food, fuel, and living space threaten to damage Earth's habitats.  (AR)

Burns, Loree.  Tracking Trash:  Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion, 

2007.

This describes the work of scientist Curtis Ebbesmeyer, whose multiyear project of tracking plastic items accidentally spilled by ocean cargo ships has heightened awareness of the dangers that these items present to ocean life and has inspired similar projects for other types of debris. (AR)

Buttitta, Hope.  It’s Not Magic, It’s Science! 50 Science Tricks that Mystify, Dazzle and Astound!, 2004.


Every trick in the book has a sound, easy-to-understand scientific explanation that will stimulate kids' understanding of basic concepts.  Nothing's cooler than watching a real egg get sucked into a glass bottle or picking up ice without even touching it.  

Caney, Stephen.  Stephen Caney’s Ultimate Building Book, 2006.


Fascinating look at structures from skyscrapers to the International Spacestation, packed with hands-on projects, ranging from a mosquito trap to a useable greenhouse.

Carson, Mary Kay.  Exploring the Solar System:  A History with 22 Activities, 2006.


A history, collected biography and activity book all pulled together with an engaging, informative text and eye-catching, sharply produced color photos.  Copernicus and future space missions and just about everything in-between are covered in this outstanding book (AR)

Cherry, Lynn.  How We Know What We Know About Our Changing Climate: Scientists and Kids Explore Global Warming, 2008.


Cherry describes how scientists look for evidence of climate change – from bird migration patterns to tree rings and more.  The book details how students and other people are helping scientists monitor climate change as well as what we can do about it.

Collard, Sneed B., III.  Deep Sea Floor, 2003.


Both the animal life that lives in the deepest oceans and the technology that allows scientists to conduct research in areas characterized by trenches, vents, and seeps are covered in this fascinating book for budding oceanographers.  The large, realistic illustrations and picture book format make this book accessible to even second and third grades, but the content is useful for even older students.  (AR)

Collard, Sneed B., III.  One Night in the Coral Sea, 2005.


Although a number of beautiful books about coral reefs are available, what makes one unique is that Collard concentrates on the annual mass spawning when more than 100 species of coral release their eggs and sperm. Robin Brickman has created colorful, three-dimensional illustrations for this fascinating book about a scientific phenomenon that was only discovered in 1980.  (AR)

Collard, Sneed B. III.  Pocket Babies and Other Amazing Marsupials, 2007


Collard covers both Australian and North American marsupials and includes information about their life cycle and habitat and debunks some widespread beliefs.

(AR)

Collard, Sneed B., III.  The Prairie Builders: Reconstructing America’s Lost Grassland, 2005


In 1989 Congress passed a law creating the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge in Iowa, despite the fact that no wildlife actually lived there – the land was all farmland.  Collard chronicles the efforts to convert the land back to the grassland it once was, including reintroducing the plants and animals native to that area.  This is a great book for units on conservation, preservation and on ecosystems for fourth and fifth grades.  (AR)

Crenson, Victoria.  Horseshoe Crabs and Shorebirds: The Story of a Food Web, 2003.


In picture-book format, this volume presents a particular food web in the Delaware Bay. The story begins with the spring journey of horseshoe crabs to mate and lay their eggs on the beach, and the parallel migration of shorebirds from South America to the Arctic, stopping to feed on the eggs.  This is a story of connections and cycles in nature, and it brings a scientific concept to life.  (AR)

David, Laurie and Cambria Gordon.  The Down-to-Earth Guide to Global Warming, 2007.


This attractive volume gives both a succinct explanation of global warming and a well-written section on actions that can be taken to stop it, including a number of do-able suggestions for young people.  (AR)

Davies, Jacqueline.  The Boy Who Drew Birds: A Story of John James Audubon, 2004.


This long picture book is a handsome presentation of the life of this famous naturalist.  Davies opens with Audubon as a teenager searching for birds in the Pennsylvania countryside and covers both his career as a painter of birds and his contributions to bird research.  (AR)

Davies, Nicola.  Extreme Animals:  The Toughest Creatures on Earth, 2007.

From emperor penguins in the South Pole, to the squash-proof creatures of the sea, an incredible introduction to natural history reveals, after much deliberation and competition, the toughest animal in the world.

Davies, Nicola.  What’s Eating You?: Parasites – the Inside Story,  2007.


Davies and illustrator Eric Layton team up again to present a witty look at mites, lice, tapeworms, ticks, fleas and other creatures that make their homes on humans and other living things.  The information on how they enter their hosts and how they stay alive will change the way readers look at their own bodies!  (AR)
Delano, Marfe Ferguson.  Genius: A Photobiography of Albert Einstein, 2005.


While the myriad photographs are fascinating, the bigger draw here is the wonderfully simple explanations of some of Einstein's theories.  While this is most useful for middle school students, the clear writing and plentiful photos make is accessible for good fourth and fifth grade students as well.  2005 marks the 100th anniversary of the publication of Einstein’s famous theory and the 50th year of his death.  (AR)

Dendy, Leslie and Mel Boring.  Guinea Pig Scientists: Bold Self-Experimenters in Science and Medicine, 2005.


Opening with the experiments of Italian scientist Spallanzani, who swallowed various objects and analyzed their remains after exiting his digestive tract, this is gross enough to catch any kid’s attention and startling enough to keep it!   (AR)

Dixon, Dougal.  Amazing Dinosaurs: More Feathers, More Claws, Big Horns, Wide Jaws, 2007.


Including some of the newer finds about dinosaurs, this attractive volume includes eighty animals, from the familiar triceratops to the lesser known Argentinosaurus, a creature that weighed ten tons.  The well-researched book is divided into meat-eaters, planet-eaters and armored animals and contains an index and glossary.
Drake, Jane.  Alien Invaders: Species that Threaten Our World, 2008.


Animals and plants are transported to new habitats, sometimes by accident, sometimes on purpose.  Drake explores the introduction of some of these “alien” species and explores how they have altered their environment.  Examples include the fungus that sparked the potato famine in Ireland to killer toads.  

DuBois, Philippe and Valerie Guidoux.  Birds, 2005.  

Stunning photography by Gilles Martin brings the birds to life, while the text includes fascinating facts, nesting practices, comparisons of beaks and songs and important message of conservation.  

Dyer, Alan. Space, 2007


Dynamic state-of-art illustrations make this book, part of Simon and Schuster’s InSiders series, a stand out for older students.  The well written text covers natural objects from comets to constellations to planets to black holes and also includes information on man-made artifacts, from the International Space Station to the Hubble telescope.  
Ehrlich, Fred.  You Can’t Take Your Body to a Repair Shop: A Book About What Makes You Sick, 2004.


With plenty of facts and lots of gross-out appeal (you can't get warts if a toad pees on you, and motion sickness can cause vomiting), the brief topics here range from digestive issues to allergies to blisters.  This is easy enough to be usable with second grade readers as well as older students.  (AR)

Fox, Tom.  Snowball Launchers, Giant Pumpkin Growers, and Other Cool Contraptions, 

2006.

Offers instructions for fifteen unusual projects including a rocket-propelled toy car, an automatic dog feeder, storm-predicting bells, and a mechanical snowball thrower.

Fradin, Dennis.  With a Little Luck: Surprising Stories of Amazing Discoveries, 2006.


From Isaac Newton's sudden grasp of gravity to Alexander Fleming's chance development of penicillin, this collection reveals the thrilling stories behind 11 monumental discoveries, as well as the tragedies and triumphs of the fascinating men and women behind these advances.  (AR)

Funston, Sylvia and Jay Ingram.  It’s All In Your Head: A Guide to Your Brilliant Brain, 2006. 


A revised and updated version of what was originally called A Kid's Guide to the Brain. This edition explains how the brain controls our senses, emotions, memory, and thinking.  (AR)

Goodman, Susan E.  Skyscraper: From the Ground Up, 2004.


Along with photographer Michael Doolittle, the author spent several years documenting the building of a New York City skyscraper to create this lively and accessible book for construction fans of all ages.  (AR)

Gore, Al.  An Inconvenient Truth:  The Crisis of Global Warming, 2007.

With color photos, vivid graphs, and powerful writing, the former vice-president details the factors contributing to the growing climate crisis, explaining what global warming is, what causes it, and its continued effects on our environment. (AR)

Gore, Bryson.  Physics: A Hair is Wider than a Million Atoms, 2006.


Part of a four volume series entitled Wow Science this book uses startling facts to capture readers’ attention and pull them into explanations of the science of matter and energy.  Each book details how observation and experimentation have enabled scientists to discover facts in each field of science.  Other books in the series: Astronomy: Every Galaxy Has a Black Hole; Biology: Spider Silk is Stronger than Steel; Chemistry: Flames Are Stored Sunlight.  (AR)

Grace, Catherine O’Neill.  Forces of Nature: The Awesome Power of Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Tornadoes, 2004.


This visually stunning book includes images from the film of the same name produced by National Geographic and Graphic Films.  The book focuses on the work of four scientists who study an active volcano on Montserrat Island, earthquakes near Istanbul and “tornado alley” in central United States.  

Halls, Kelly.  Tales of the Cryptids: Mysterious Creatures That May or May Not Exist, 2006.


Cryptozoology is the study of animals that may or may not be real: familiar animals like Bigfoot and the Loch Ness Monster, and those that are less familiar like the Marozi of Kenya, the Orang-pendek of Sumatra and the Thylacine of Tasmania. Meet these and more in this introduction to cryptozoology.  (AR)

Halpern, Paul.  Faraway Worlds: Planets Beyond Our Solar System, 2004.


Presenting the story of extrasolar planets in a relatively short, clearly written text, Halpern discusses how scientists identify and study these planets and in what ways they resemble the planets we already know.  This is an intriguing topic about which little has been published for children.  (AR)

Hamilton, Garry.  Frog Rescue: Changing the Future for Endangered Wildlife, 2005.


Part of the Animal Rescue series which includes Patricia Bow’s Chimpanzee Rescue. (AR)
Hammond, Richard.  Can You Feel the Force?  2006.

This is an addictive guide to how the Earth works uses brainteasers, puzzles, and off-the-wall experiments to explain everything from how ants walk up walls to why the moon doesn't fall out of the sky

Hannah, Julie.  The Man Who Named the Clouds, 2006


The story of a little known scientist who created the now familiar cloud classification system. (AR)

Hansen, Rosanna. Caring for Cheetahs: My African Adventure, 2007.


This is a photo journal of a trip to rescue a baby cheetah, includes information on the work of Laurie Marker and the Cheetah Conservation Fund in Namibia. (AR)

Hirschi, Ron.  Searching for Grizzlies, 2005.


Hirschi’s smooth text combines with Thomas Mangelsen’s beautiful color photos to make an attractive and readable introduction to grizzly bears, including facts about their hibernation, eating habits and physiology.  (AR)

Hodgkins, Fran. The Whale Scientists: Solving the Mystery of Whale Strandings, 2007.


Part of the Scientists in the Field series published by Houghton Mifflin, this is a fascinating look at what scientists know about whale ancestry, some of the possible reasons for whale strandings and what scientists are doing to help find answers and rescue these animals.  For upper elementary and middle school students.  (AR)
Hopping, Lorraine Jean.  The Bone Detective: The Story of Forensic Anthropologist Diane France, 2006.


This interesting biography of a woman in an unusual career is sure to capture the attention of kids who find CSI and forensic studies fascinating.  This is challenging, and aimed more for fifth grade and older.  It is also on the Notable Science list done by NSTA.  

Jackson, Donna M.  ER Vets, 2005.


Jackson’s sensitive writing shows the rewards as well as the trauma of life in a veterinary emergency room.  Some chapters are general, others focus on particular animals which gives a good overview of the work and adds a good amount of “human” interest.  (AR)  

Jenkins, Steve.  Living Color, 2007.


Jenkins describes how animals use their feathers, scales, shells and even their skin to survive.  The lively text and his signature illustrations help children see how animals use their coloration to warn away predators, attract mates or signal friends.  (AR)

Jerome, Kate Boehm.  Atomic Universe: The Quest to Discover Radioactivity, 2006

This volume illuminates the history of the discovery of radiation, covering the advances in nuclear physics made by Dmitri Mendeleyev and the discovery of X-rays by Wilhelm Roentgen and telling how these influenced the research of the Curies.

Johansson, Philip.  The Temperate Forest: A Web of Life, 2004.


This is one volume in the outstanding World of Biomes series.  In each book, the author presents a scientist who works in that particular area.  Clear diagrams and well-places photos help document the text that covers the relationships among the plants and animals in each environment.  Other volumes include the tundra, desert, grasslands, taiga, and rain forest.  

Johnson, Jinny.  Dino Wars, 2005.


Kids who find the fierceness of dinosaurs the most appealing will flock to browse through this book which focuses on the weapons of some of the most ferocious dinosaurs. Despite the gimmicky style, reminiscent of television wrestling, the author packs in the facts and the prevalent theories.  (AR)

Kampion, Drew.  Waves: From Surfing to Tsunami, 2005.


The section on tsunami has information on the devastating 2004 event.  The author has woven facts and personal stories in an appealing blend and added some eye-catching photos for a very attractive book.  Information on how waves are formed, different types of waves and how they react to the shore make this a well-rounded book and earned it a place on the Notable Science list compiled by NSTA.   

Kaner, Etta.  Animals Migrating: How, When, Where and Why Animals Migrate, 2005.


The subtitle says it all.  The book includes well-researched information on a wide range of animals, from gray whales to the legendary lemmings.  The book also includes hands-on experiments suitable to a classroom setting.  (AR)

Krull, Kathleen.  Isaac Newton, 2006.


Garnering star reviews, this is the second book in a planned six-volume Giants of Science series. Krull again convincingly portrays her subject, and doesn’t shy away from the more controversial aspects of his life and personality.  Also: Leonardo da Vinci.  (AR).  

Kurisu, Jane.  Fantastic Feats and Failures, 2004.


From genius designs to deadly design-flaws, the story of engineering is full of oddities and surprises. Saving Apollo 13 with duct tape, the Galloping Gertie Bridge and even the Sydney Opera House are all here.  This interesting book, by the editors of Yes Magazine, includes bridge and dome-building projects, and other activities to test your engineering know-how. (AR)

Laidlaw, Rob.  Wild Animals in Captivity, 2008.


The author looks at the practices of zoos and sanctuaries – both good and bad.  The author presents a case for a change in way captive animals are treated and clearly advocates for replacing zoos with wildlife sanctuaries.
Lasky, Kathryn.  The Man Who Made Time Travel, 2003.


This dramatic picture-book biography tells the story of John Harrison, an obscure 18th-century clock maker who envisioned a way to measure longitude by mapping the heavens and developed a seafaring clock.  (AR)

Levine, Ellen.  Up Close: Rachel Carson: a Twentieth-Century Life, 2007.


Best used by older students, this is the story of the scientist whose work and writings led to the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Levine, Shar.  Kitchen Science, 2003.  


Eighty pages filled with thirty-three laboratory experiments that can be done at home or in any classroom, this book is sure to be useful for science project inspiration and class demonstrations.  As the name implies, the ingredients used are all easily obtained, and safety issues are stressed.

Lewin, Ted.  Tooth and Claw: Animal Adventures in the Wild, 2003.


A noted author/illustrator entertains readers with brief accounts of his escapades with animals in various parts of the world, ranging from wood bison in Canada to dung beetles in Botswana, raccoons in Georgia, and a Bengal tiger in India.  The book makes a great read-aloud to pique students' interest when they begin the study of animals or simply as a good adventure story.  (AR)

Lourie, Peter.  First Dive to Shark Dive, 2006.


Readers follow the 12-year-old from her first dive in a pool to her dive with 17 sharks. The narrative, ably handled in Lourie's first-person voice (abetted by his daughter Suzanna's journal writings), also covers information about the island, one of the wildest of the Bahamas; the ocean and its inhabitants, from sponges and coral to sharks; and the old Andros traditions, many of which come from African and Seminole ancestors. (AR)

Malam, John.  Dinosaur Atlas, 2006.

This book and CD-ROM set presents a comprehensive overview of dinosaurs, with a chronology of each period of the Dinosaur Age, the geographical distribution of the different types of dinosaurs, and a review of theories for their extinction.

Mallory, Kenneth.  Diving to a Deep-Sea Volcano, 2006.


This is a fascinating look at the work of Rich Lutz, a marine biologist who explores the underwater world of hydrothermal vents and their mysterious ecosystems.  The vehicles and high tech equipment alone will catch kids’ interest. (AR)

Malone, Peter.  Close to the Wind: The Beaufort Scale, 2007.


It took Captain Francis Beaufort of the Royal Navy five years to develop a graduated scale for measuring the wind. Malone introduces readers to the captain’s life and work with a text that is both informative and appealing. (AR)

Markle, Sandra.  Killer Whales, 2004.


Markle allows children to observe such whale behaviors as nursing, communicating with the pod, and snatching a seal from the shore. A full-page, color photograph appears on each double-page spread, illustrating a paragraph or two of text surrounded by plenty of white space. The book is part of the new Animal Predators series, which includes Polar Bears by the same author.  (AR)

Markle, Sandra.  Outside and Inside Killer Bees, 2004.


Getting up close and personal with these aggressive bees, Markle explains how they differ from regular honeybees in this addition to an outstanding series.  Caught up by the information, readers will want to study the striking photos that show the insect's anatomy, including a microscopic view of an antenna and other body parts.  A few of the other titles in this series include: Giant Squid, Mummies, Rats and Mice and Bears. (AR)

Markle, Sandra.  Outside and Inside Woolly Mammoths, 2007.

The latest entry in the award-winning Outside and Inside series uncovers the secrets of these long-extinct behemoths, showing how these distant relatives of elephants lived and why they became extinct.

Markle, Sandra.  Prairie Dogs, 2007.


One of a series entitled Animal Prey, each title covers basic facts about the animal including life cycle and survival skills.  The format is reminiscent of Seymour Simon’s animal books, with many large full color photos, but these contain a index, bibliography and recommended websites.  Also: Musk Oxen, Octopuses, Porcupines, Skunks, Zebras.

(AR)

Markle, Sandra.  Slippery, Slimy Baby Frogs, 2006.


Markle once again pairs beautiful color photographs from around the world with lucid text to explain how tadpoles transform into adult frogs, developing lungs, eyelids, and a wide mouth and tongue. The close-ups are incredible, as are the facts: some tadpoles attach themselves to the mucus on their mother's skin; some male frogs urinate on eggs to keep them wet.  (AR)

Marrin, Albert.  Oh Rats!: The Story of Rats and People, 2006


More than you ever wanted to know about rats, their history, behavior, physical attributes and lots of those revolting bits that kids love to read. (AR)

Marrin, Albert.  Saving the Buffalo, 2006.


The amazing story of how the buffalo reached the brink of extinction and was saved all within less than one hundred years. (AR)

McLimans, David.  Gone Wild:  An Endangered Animal Alphabet, 2006.

Endangered animals are drawn into uniquely crafted letters in this bold alphabet book that provides information on the habitat and class of these rare creatures and the threats facing them.

McMillan, Beverly.  Oceans, 2007.


Another outstanding entry in the InSiders series, this one explores oceans, from tsunamis to the fascinating creatures that live in the ocean depths.  The text is clear, but aimed at older elementary students.  The 3-D artwork is breathtaking.  Also: Space; Egypt; Sharks; Volcanoes and Earthquakes; Dinosaurs; Knights and Castles; Insects and Spiders by various authors. 
Meltzer, Milton.  Albert Einstein, 2007


This concise and clearly written book includes an explanation of the theory of relativity and emphasizes how Einstein’s work paved the way for later scientific advances.  (AR)
Michaels, Dia L. and Nathan Levy.  101 Things Everyone Should Know About Science, 2006.


This question and answer format explores key science concepts and their applications to everyday life.  

Mitchell, Don.  Liftoff: A Photobiography of John Glenn, 2006.


Lavishly illustrated biography of the man who was the first to travel around the Earth and also became the oldest astronaut when he flew about the space shuttle. (AR)

Mitton, Jacqueline.  Zodiac: Celestial Circle of the Sun, 2004.


Although this is more for browsing than for reports, both historic and scientific facts are included in this well presented look at the zodiac signs and their constellations.

The author has also included some of the legends that surround these well-known constellations from various cultures.  (AR)

Montgomery, Sy.   Quest for the Tree Kangaroo: An Expedition to the Cloud Forest of 

New Guinea, 2006.

Follows the story of the scientists who research the amazing Matschie's tree kangaroo, which makes its home in the ancient trees of Papua New Guinea's cloud forest. (AR)

Montgomery, Sy.  The Tarantula Scientist, 2004.


This book is an example of an outstanding science book, although it is best suited to students in fifth grade.  The author eloquently describes the research that Sam Marshall and his students are doing on tarantulas, including the largest spider on earth, the Goliath birdeating tarantula.  (AR)

Morgan, Judy.  Elephant Rescue: Changing the Future for Endangered Animals, 2005.


Part of the Animal Rescue series which includes Patricia Bow’s Chimpanzee Rescue.  (AR)
Morrison, Taylor.  Wildfire, 2006.


Morrison's thoroughly researched book takes a comprehensive look at wildfires, their causes, and the methods employed to control them.  (AR)

Murawski, Darlyne A.  Spiders and Their Webs, 2004.


Outstanding color photographs capture the natural beauty of spider webs in this unique volume. A preface discusses a few major characteristics shared by all spiders and some special characteristics of web builders, followed by profiles of nine different species.  (AR)

Murrie, Steve and Matthew.  Every Minute on Earth:  Fun Facts That Happen Every 60 

Seconds, 2007.

Featuring humorous illustrations, this guide reveals incredible things happening around the world in a minute, from eating 2,137 pounds of popcorn to 750,000 gallons of water tumbling over Niagara Falls.

Nye, Bill.  Bill Nye the Science Guy’s Great Big Book of Tiny Germs, 2005.


In forty eight pages, the host of the Emmy award-winning series presents eleven cool experiments, each designed to show that not all germs are harmful and ways for kids to stay healthy.  Cartoon illustrations and full-color photos illustrate this useful book.  (AR)

Parker, Steve.  Sponges, Jellyfish, and Other Simple Animals, 2006


Interesting text gives information on dozens of invertebrates’ bizarre behavior while the beautiful illustrations showcase the fascinating shapes and colors of these marine and freshwater organisms. (AR)

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw.  Big Cats, 2005.


Watercolor art by Kendahl Jubb helps to throw the spotlight on the big cats presented in this volume.  After a section that covers information on big cats in general, there is more specific information provided about tigers, jaguars, lions, cheetahs, leopards, cougars and snow leopards. Also: Garden of the Spirit Bear: Life in the Great Northern Rainforest.  (AR)

Phelan, Glen.  Killing Germs, Saving Lives: The Quest for the First Vaccines, 2006


Before the discovery of vaccines epidemics killed thousands of people worldwide every year. This book traces the path to the creation of the vaccines that revolutionized modern medicine.

Pringle, Lawrence.  Snakes! Strange and Wonderful, 2004.


Well researched and vividly written, the text surveys the wide variety of snakes in the world and explains the unusual behaviors that characterize various types. Even children who think they know all about snakes will probably learn something new here.  (AR)

Rau, Dana Meachen.  Black Holes, 2005


This is the newest in an on-going series by Dana Rau about the solar system.  In this volume she covers what scientists have been able to infer and theorize about these mysterious phenomena that can neither be directly measured nor observed.  Also in the series:  The Milky Way and Other Galaxies (2005); Comets, Asteroids and Meteoroids (2003); Sun (2003); Space Walks (2004); Constellations (2005) and others.  (AR)

Ray, Deborah Kogan.  The Flower Hunter: William Bartram, America’s First Naturalist, 2004.


Ray offers a diary-style account of young William Bartram's studies of nature, including his travels with his botanist father, John in the southeastern United States in the 1700’s.  This unusual offering shows the life of a botanist as well as a well-done colonial setting. (AR)

Rhatigan, Joe.  The Kids’ Guide to Nature Adventures: 80 Great Activities for Exploring the Outdoors, 2003.


Both casual and wildly enthusiastic, this readable guide is packed with practical detail about how to have fun exploring the natural world, from the backyard to the seashore to the forest to national parks.  Some activities could easily be used for simple class outings.  

Rhatigan, Joe and Rain Newcomb.  Prize-Winning Science Fair Projects for Curious Kids, 2004.


The excellent introduction offers advice and encouragement as well as structure for choosing a topic and using the scientific method. Divided into sections on biology, physical science, and chemistry, the dozens of projects help kids answer such questions as “How does being on a cell phone affect motor skills and reaction time?” (tested with a car-driving video game) and “Which cereals have the most iron?”  This is good for middle school students, but equally useful for fifth graders.

Rhodes, Mary Jo and David Hall.  Seahorses and Sea Dragons, 2005.


Filled with terrific photos, this book offers a good overview of these interesting creatures in a text that is accessible to many third grade readers.  This is part of a small Undersea Encounters series all done by the same team.  Other topics include Life in a Kelp Forest; Octopuses and Squids; Sea Turtles.  (AR)

Romanek, Trudee.  Switched On, Flushed Down, Tossed Out: Investigating the Hidden Workings of Your Home, 2005.


Sixteen common household processes are investigated in this intriguing book.  Plumbing, electricity, telephones, heating and more are explained with clear diagrams and, for the most part, a logical, informative text.  This is a good addition to the “how does it work” assignments or for the kid who just wants to know.  (AR)

Ross, Michael Elsohn.  Toy Lab, 2003.


Using the scientific method, youngsters are encouraged to experiment with toys like Slinkies, Silly Putty, Frisbees, and blocks to learn about flight, gravity, matter, pressure and waves, and objects in motion.

Rossi, Ann.  Bright Ideas: The Age of Invention in America, 2005.


This excellent overview chronicles the most productive historic era of American invention, from the last half of the nineteenth century to the beginnings of the twentieth century.  

Rupp, Rebecca.  Weather: Watch How Weather Works, 2003.


From the long sub-title readers will know that in this jam-packed volume they can find 22 experiments for making rain, tornados, lightning, and rainbows, and plans for cool weather gizmos!  (AR)
Rylant, Cynthia.  The Journey: Stories of Migration, 2006.


Rylant has turned her writing skills to a narrative of six species and their migrations: the blue whale, desert locust, American silver eel, monarch butterfly, Arctic tern and the caribou.  The large print and clear illustrations make is good for independent reading and classroom sharing. (AR)

Scagell, Robin.  Children’s Night Sky Atlas, 2004


This is a visually attractive and informative guide to stargazing.  With this book students can follow the stars throughout the year.  It not only helps locate the stars and constellations in the sky, it also provides facts on types of stars, planets and other solar system objects.  Sidebars include biographical data on famous astronomers and other pertinent facts that can be used by children in grades four and five. (AR)

Scott, Elaine.  Poles Apart: Why Penguins and Polar Bears Will Never Be Neighbors, 2004.


From the peregrinations of Antarctica as it drifted away from Gondwanaland to descriptions of the magnetic poles, from penguins to polar bears, Scott provides an attractive window on the disparities of two cold places.  (AR)

Scott, Elaine.  When Is a Planet Not a Planet? :  The Story of Pluto, 2007.


Scott is the first to put the answer to the title question into terms simple enough for a very young audience to understand, based upon the new definitions determined by the International Astronomical Union. Well-researched and accompanied by large, awe-inspiring photographs and paintings, this exciting new book makes clear what astronomers have argued about for decades. (AR)

Simon, Seymour.  Guts: Our Digestive System, 2005.


In the sixth book of his acclaimed Human Body series, Simon explains how the digestive system turns meals into energy, nutrients, and waste. Illustrated with 19 full-color photos, this title reveals fascinating and gruesome information in a clear, scientific manner.  Other titles in the series: Ears and Eyes, Muscles, Bones, The Brain, The Heart.  (AR)

Simon, Seymour.  The Human Body, 2008.


Simon covers twelve systems in the human body, devoting a few pages to each one and ending with information on genetics, the senses and human growth.  The usually astonishing photos make this an outstanding overview.  
Simon, Seymour.  Our Solar System, (revised) 2007.

Accompanied by full-color photographs and images from NASA's latest missions, a fascinating glimpse into the galaxy describes the origins, characteristics, and future of the sun, planets, moons, asteroids, meteoroids, and comets.  Includes the newest perspectives on Pluto. 
Simon, Seymour.  Penguins, 2007.


Acclaimed science writer Seymour Simon has teamed up with the Smithsonian Institution to take readers on a journey to the Antarctic region for a close-up look at one of nature's most beloved and sociable animals. 

Singer, Marilyn.  Eggs, 2008


Detailed paintings and attractive layout will draw readers into this fascinating look at the many animals that lay eggs – from spiders to alligators.  Singer includes information on physical characteristics, caring techniques and how the eggs hatch. (AR)
Singer, Marilyn.  Venom, 2007.


Great photos and eye-catching headings encourage kids to learn about venom and the animals that produce it and use it to survive, including spiders, insects, snakes and other reptiles, frogs and toads, fish, and ocean invertebrates.  (AR)

Sis, Peter.  The Tree of Life: A Book Depicting the Life of Charles Darwin: Naturalist, Geologist and Thinker, 2003. 


In another stunning picture book biography, Sis trains his attention on Charles Darwin, using text from Darwin's writings with the added value of detailed drawings by Sis.  Also recommended:  Starry Messenger (1996).  (AR)

Sitarski, Anita.  Cold Light: Creatures, Discoveries and Inventions that Glow, 2007.


The author explores not only the bioluminescence that occurs in nature, but also how scientists took their observations and created new devices.  (AR)

Siy, Alexandra and Dennis Kunkel.  Mosquito Bite, 2005.


A game of hide-and-seek forms the backdrop of a mosquito's life cycle. The mosquito is introduced through brightly colored, heavily magnified, eye-catching photographs (photomicrographs) of its proboscis, compound eyes, and other parts.  Third and fourth graders are sure to be fascinated by this close-up view of a common insect.  Information on West Nile virus is included.  (AR)

Siy, Alexandra and Dennis Kunkel.  Sneeze!, 2007


Nine kids discover nine different reasons for sneezing--from allergens and dust mites to bright light and viruses. Incredible micrographs magnify the tiny sneeze-inducing irritants, as well as human nerves and neurons, 400 to 222,220 times larger than life.  (AR)
Skurzynski, Gloria.  Are We Alone? Scientists Search for Life in Space, 2004.


The age-old question in this title is answered here in a scientific and satisfying manner. Reports of UFOs, alien crashes, and crop circles are not ignored, but a healthy skepticism is encouraged. The book describes the efforts modern scientists are making to find, identify, and communicate with life on other planets.  (AR)

Sloan, Christopher.  How Dinosaurs Took Flight: Fossils, Science, What We Think We 

Know, and Mysteries Yet Unsolved, 2005.

The author presents a compelling argument that connects dinosaurs and birds with clearly presented hypotheses and evidence, all enhanced by bright, detailed photographs, illustrations and models. (AR)

Steele, Philip.  Galileo: The Genius Who Faced the Inquisition, 2005.


The plentiful illustrations and the time line running along the bottom of the pages make this an attractive and accessible biography.  Although only 64 pages, it is packed with information from Galileo’s childhood through his accomplishments and hardships. (AR)

Stetson, Emily.  Kids’ Easy-to-Create Wildlife Habitats for Small Spaces in the City, Suburbs and Countryside, 2004.


This book focuses on wildlife habitats that can be created in the backyard, at school, or in the woods.  Each section begins with a brief biology or environmental lesson before segueing into the project.  Suggested activities and projects include preparing a feast for butterflies, exploring a rotting log, and making a compost pile.

Strauss, Rochelle.  One Well: The Story of Water on Earth, 2007.


This looks at the increasing demands on the finite supply of this most necessary resource on the planet Earth, the “one well” in the book’s title. (AR)

Sullivan, George.  Built to Last: Building America’s Amazing Bridges, Dams, Tunnels and Skyscrapers, 2005.


Seventeen architectural and engineering marvels are profiled in this celebration of skill and technology.  The Sears Tower, the Hoover Dam, the Golden Gate Bridge are among the projects, but it is Sullivan’s enthusiasm about his subject that shine through each page.  (AR)

Swinburne, Stephen R., Saving Manatees, 2006.


Interviews with scientists, a visit to the Florida manatee rescue and rehabilitation facility and photos of fourth graders on a field trip swimming with manatees are all included in this handsome look at these large creatures. (AR)

Tattersall, Ian.  Bones, Brains and DNA: The Human Genome and Human Evolution, 2007.


This well-done volume explores the tools and methods used to study human origins and discusses milestones in human evolution, human movement across the planet, and the beginnings of being human through language, music, art, and technology.

Thimmesh, Catherine.  Team Moon:  How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the 

Moon, 2006. 

From the engineers to the suit testers, the story of the many people in various professions who worked behind-the-scenes to get Apollo 11 on the moon and safely back is presented through quotes, transcripts, national archives, and full-color NASA photos. (AR)

Thomson, Sarah L.  Astronauts and Other Space Heroes, 2007


This Smithsonian publication offers brief (about two pages per person) biographical information on more than a dozen American astronauts, and also includes information on several Russian cosmonauts as well as many of the other key people who worked to make space exploration possible, from rocket scientists to pad leaders.  
Time for Kid Editors.  Thomas Edison: A Brilliant Inventor, 2005


This is a fast paced biography put together by the editors of Time for Kids magazine that packs lots of information about New Jersey’s most famous inventor into just 44 pages.  This is outstanding enough to have made the NSTA’s notable list.  (AR)

Treaster, Joseph.  Hurricane Force, 2007.

A New York Times journalist details the evolution of Hurricane Katrina that hit New Orleans in August 2005, its devastating power as it flattened homes and uprooted trees, and its aftermath as he experienced it firsthand. (AR)

Trueit, Trudi Strain.  Rocks, Gems and Mineral, 2003.


Lively writing using examples from history and a section about rock and mineral use and recycling make this an interesting introduction to the subject. Sharp color photographs, an open format, and large-type font add to the book's accessibility.  (AR)

Turner, Alan.  National Geographic Prehistoric Mammals, 2004.


This is a lavish look at over one hundred of the mammals roamed the earth immediately following the age of dinosaurs, including some familiar and some astonishing not-so-well known species.  (AR)

Turner, Pamela. S.  Gorilla Doctors: Saving Endangered Great Apes, 2005.


The story of the veterinarians who make house calls to the mountain gorillas in Rwanda and Uganda will make fascinating reading for any animal lover, and gives an unusual perspective on this endangered species. (AR)

 Urbigkit, Cat.  Brave Dogs, Gentle Dogs: How They Guard Sheep, 2005.


Urbigkit seamlessly weaves a multitude of information into the story she is telling. Her photographs are clear, focused, and appealing, reflecting and enhancing the text. They capably demonstrate each aspect of the pups' growth, introduction to sheep, and final graduation to working guardian dog.  (AR)

Walker, Richard.  Body: An Amazing Tour of Human Anatomy, 2005.


Like most of the books published by DK, this is a visual treat, with eye-popping illustrations, in particular the 3-D model of a human body.  Acetate layovers help students view more clearly each system, and the text is factual, accurate and informative. 

Walker, Richard.  Ouch:  How Your Body Makes It Through a Very Bad Day, 2007.

From blistering bee stings to pus-filled pimples, an eye-popping book takes readers on an anatomical and biological virtual tour of all the grossest, gooiest, and most fascinating events that bodies have to endure.

Webb, Sophie.  Looking for Seabirds: Journal from an Alaskan Voyage, 2004.


The natural history diarist who earned a Sibert Honor for My Season with Penguins: An Antarctic Journal (2000) now invites readers to join her aboard the Alpha Helix, a research vessel, on a month-long expedition to the Aleutian Islands in Alaska.  (AR)

Williams, Marcia.  Hooray for Inventors, 2005.


This oversized book filled with comic book style illustrations provides entertainment as well as education.  Stories about famous and less known inventors share space here, from the Wright brothers to the woman who invented coffee filters.  The unusual mix of “big” inventions, like television with “small” products, like the hula hoop, makes this colorful book very appealing.  (AR)

Woodford, Chris and Jan Woodcock.  Cool Stuff 2.0 and How It Works, 2007.


More than a hundred modern devises are explored in this oversize book, published by DK, that will delight technology savvy kids.  

Social Studies Books

Kindergarten – Grade 3

Aillaud, Cindy Lou.  Recess at 20 Below, 2005.


The first person narrative, from the student’s point of view, shows how kids in a small town in Alaska live with the arduous weather and still have fun.  (The cut off temperature for outdoor recess is 20 below.)  The author, who also took the pictures for the book, is an elementary school teacher in Delta Junction, Alaska.  (AR)

Andreasen, Dan.  The Giant of Seville: A “Tall” Tale Based on a True Story, 2007


This simple biography of the real-life circus giant, Captain Martin Van Buren Bates, offers a lesson in acceptance and tolerance, as he and his equally large wife, look for a place to live after circus retirement. (AR)

Arnold, Caroline and Madeleine Comora.  Taj Mahal, 2007


A note at end of the book lets readers know that the love story between the Emperor and his wife has been largely fictionalized, but Arnold and Comora use it as a basis to explain the building of the Taj Mahal.  The real star of this gorgeous book are Rahul Bhushan’s illustrations.  (AR)

Barasch, Lynne.  Knockin’ On Wood: Starring Peg-Leg Bates, 2004.


This is a picture book biography of Clayton "Peg Leg" Bates, an African American who lost his leg in a factory accident at the age of twelve and went on to become a world-famous tap dancer.  Pair this with the Dillon’s fictionalized account of Bill Bojangles Robinson for a winning duo.  (AR)

Barron, T. A.  High as a Hawk: A Brave Girl’s Historic Climb, 2004.


Although this is told as a fictional story, this picture book is based on the true account in Colorado history of a young girl’s ascent to the top of Longs Peak in 1905.  She was led by Enos Mills, who went on to found Rocky Mountain National Park. (AR)

Bernier-Grand, Carmen T.  Cesar: Si, Se Puede!  Yes, We Can!, 2004.


This thoughtful and beautiful biography of Cesar Chavez illuminates not only the events that made up the great labor leader's life, but also the ideals and inspiration that are his legacy.  Stylized illustrations by Caldecott medalist David Diaz are a nice bonus.  (AR)

Brown, Don.  Dolley Madison Saves George Washington, 2007


In lush watercolors, Brown recounts a little-known slice of American history. Forced to flee the White House during the War of 1812, First Lady Dolley Madison refuses to leave until a valuable painting of George Washington and other valuable papers are saved with the help of other citizens, even though the soldiers guarding the White House left.  (AR)

Bruchac, Joseph.  Buffalo Song, 2008.

Bruchac tells the story of Walking Coyote, who with his family in Montana, worked to save the buffalo from extinction by keeping a small herd alive.  (AR)

Bryant, Jen. Georgia’s Bones, 2005.


This picture book biography introduces artist Georgia O’Keefe and her fascination with the shapes found in nature, especially in stones, shells and animal bones and how they influenced her painting.  (AR)

Buckley, Carol.  Just for Elephants, 2006.


This book describes the experiences of one elephant, a recent arrival to the Elephant Sanctuary run by the author.  (AR)

Capaldi, Gina.  A Boy Named Beckoning: The True Story of Dr. Carlos Montezuma, Native American Hero, 2008.


Using Dr. Montezuma’s own words, adapted from an autobiographical letter, Capaldi tells the story of a Native American boy, captured and sold as a slave by another tribe and then adopted by an Italian photographer.  The young boy grew up to become a respected doctor and spokesperson for native peoples.  (AR)
Celenza, Anna Harwell.  Bach’s Goldberg Variations, 2005.


This fictional account surrounding the composition and naming of one of Bach's most famous musical works tells the story of Johann Gottlieb Goldberg, an orphan who is one of the composer's students. CD included.  (AR)

Chambers, Veronica.  Celia Cruz, Queen of Salsa, 2005.


This biographical tribute to an icon of Latina music evokes the talent, independence, and inner drive of a woman who helped develop a music style present in today's popular culture was chosen as a recommended book by the National Council of Social Studies teachers.  (AR)

Clinton, Catherine.  Phillis’s Big Test, 2008.


This picture book biography introduces primary grade children to the life of Phillis Wheatley, a slave girl, who remarkably in the year 1773, successfully published a book of her own poetry.  (AR)

Clinton, Catherine.  When Harriet Met Sojourner, 2008.


Alternating pages tell the stories of Isabella and Araminta, two slaves who changed their names to signify their freedom from slavery.  Isabella became Sojourner Truth and Arminta, Harriet Tubman.  This book is simple enough to use with second and third grade students but would also make a good choice to read aloud to older students.
(AR)

Corr, Christopher and Fred Penner.  Whole World, 2007.


By subtly changing the lyrics from “he” and “his” to “we” and “ours”, Corr and Penner have turned this old standard into an effective environmental and cultural responsibility lesson, complete with a companion CD.  

Cuxin, Li.  Dancing to Freedom: The True Story of Mao’s Last Dancer, 2008.


Cuxin has adapted his adult autobiography into a picture book version that tells the story of his life in Communist China, his training to become a dancer in the Bejing Dance Academy and his chance to defect to America.  (AR)
Edwards, Pamela Duncan.  The Bus Ride that Changed History: The Story of Rosa Parks, 2005.


This is an excellent tribute to Parks and to her role in history, told in a child-friendly style.  If told aloud, readers will want to join in the refrain of the text told in a “house that Jack built” style.  Edwards’ work is eminently readable and a nice addition to the wealth of information about this famous event.  (AR)

Farris, Christine King.  My Brother Martin: A Sister Remembers Growing Up with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, 2003.


The conversational narrative easily and convincingly draws readers into the daily life of Christine and her two brothers, M.L. and A.D., as they listen to their grandmother's stories, stage pranks and romp in the backyard.  This is a great introduction to the Civil Rights leader, especially paired with Doreen Rappaport’s Martin’s Big Words. (AR)

Fleischman, Paul.  Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal: A Worldwide Cinderella, 2007.


The Cinderella story is told using bits and pieces from cultures around the world.  The illustrations change to reflect the countries and each part of the story is identified by country or culture.  All of this is woven together into a seamless story that emphasizes the universality of the Cinderella tale.  (AR)
Floca, Brian.  Lightship, 2007


Although the last lightship was decommissioned in 1983, this is a fascinating look at the mundane tasks and sometime “too close for comfort” occurrences of life on these anchored lights.  (AR)

Fradin, Dennis.  Let It Begin Here!: Lexington and Concord: First Battle of the American Revolution, 2005.


This brief, information look at the opening shots of the American Revolution is told simply enough to use with even younger students but with enough immediacy and action to capture older readers.  (AR)

Friedman, Laurie.  Angel Girl, 2008.


This picture book tells the touching story of a young girl who brings apples to a boy in a Nazi concentration camp and helps him to stay alive.  The boy never knew the girl’s name until many years later when they meet on a blind date in the United States.  The book ends with a photograph of them, married now for over fifty years.  (AR)

Giovanni, Nikki.  Rosa, 2005.


The author brings her heroine very much to life as she convincingly imagines Parks' thoughts and words while she rode the bus on December 1, 1955.  Parks' personal story moves quickly into a summary of the Civil Rights movement in this striking picture book.  (AR)

Goodman, Susan E.  On This Spot: An Expedition Back Through Time. Greenwillow, 2004.


With large, detailed illustration by Lee Christiansen, this book shows the changing image of one geographic area in New York City is traced from the present back to millions of years ago.  Both text and pictures highlight both changes in the land and changes brought by people.  (AR)

Heiligman, Deborah.  Celebrate Thanksgiving: With Turkey, Family and Counting Blessings, 2006


When the Pilgrims sat down to give thanks for the hard-won bounty of their new world, they continued a Native American tradition that would become a focal point in the calendar of all generations of Americans to come.  Heiligman relates this holiday to the harvest festivals celebrated all over the globe. The pictures show the celebration in its historical and cultural aspects, and the back matter contains a Thanksgiving recipe, a glossary, and a list of holiday references and resources.  Also: Celebrate Hanukkah: With Light, Latkes and Dreidels. (AR)
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Sweet Land of Liberty, 2007


This picture book presents the story of little-known civil rights champion Oscar Chapman, and his role in opera singer Marian Anderson's 1939 concert at the Lincoln Memorial.  (AR)

Jackson, Ellen.  It’s Back to School We Go: First Day Stories from Around the World, 2003.


In this longish picture book, the easy-to-read text describes what the first day of school might be like for a child in Kenya, Kazakhstan, Canada, Australia, Japan, China, Peru, Germany, India, Russia, and the United States.  (AR)

Jarrie, Martin.  ABC USA, 2005.


The folk art-style illustrations capture the culture, history, and heritage of the United States from A to Z.  French artist Jarrie’s images form a comprehensive catalogue of Americana: "B is for baseball/ C is for cars/ D is for the Declaration of Independence, offering a unique look at our country.  

Kennedy, Edward M.  My Senator and Me: A Dog’s Eye View of Washington D.C., 2006.


A behind the scenes look at the life of a senator, from press conferences to meeting with school groups, committees and a floor vote, all told through the voice of Senator Kennedy’s dog, Splash. (AR)

Kerley, Barbara.  A Little Peace, 2007


Juxtaposing photographs from around the world with a simple, reflective message about our responsibilities for finding and keeping peace on the planet, this book matches a brief poetic text with pictures show showing simple actions, such as lending a hand, sharing a smile, and making friends.  

Kerley, Barbara.  What To Do About Alice?: How Alice Roosevelt Broke the Rules, Charmed the World and Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy!, 2008


The paparazzi of today would have a field day with this feisty, irrepressible daughter of the president who sledded down the steps of the White House, greeted visitors with her pet snake and jumped, fully-clothed, into a ship’s swimming pool.  This is an exuberant look at life at the beginning of the twentieth century through the eyes of a unique individual.  (AR)
Kerley, Barbara.  You, And Me Together: Moms, Dads, and Kids Around the World, 2005.


From a festival in India to a bus in Germany, from a park in China to a campfire in Australia, Kerley captures the essence of childhood's special moments, accompanied by superb full-color photos that depict parent-and-child interactions. 
Kinkade, Sheila.  My Family, 2006.


Vibrant photos and lively text help readers explore the concept of family by looking at families around the world.  (AR)

Krull, Kathleen.  The Boy on Fairfield Street: How Ted Geisel Grew Up to Become Dr. Seuss, 2004.


Children may take comfort in this loving tribute to the youth of a beloved author-illustrator.  Geisel took only one art class, and he quit after the teacher scolded him for “breaking rules.”  The nostalgic paintings evoke the period of Geisel’s youth and the line drawings will remind readers of why Dr. Seuss is so loved.  Also noteworthy by Krull for this young age group is Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez.  (AR)
Krull, Kathleen.  Pocahontas: Princess of the New World, 2007.


Picture book format biography that introduces children to Pocahontas’ life and the role as an ambassador between her people and the English settlers.  Krull has carefully documented her sources.  The vibrant artwork by David Diaz is a plus.

Lewin, Ted.  Horse Song: The Naadam of Mongolia, 2008.


The author and his wife recount their trip to Mongolia to witness the annual summer festival, which features a horse race that next to the Olympics is the oldest summer athletic event.  (AR)

Lewin, Ted.  How Much? :  Visiting Markets Around the World, 2006.


The beautifully rendered illustrations by Caldecott Honor winner Lewin take readers around the world, from Thailand to Egypt to the United States (a New Jersey flea market!).  Eight outdoor markets are depicted with a paragraph of information about each one.  (AR)

Lin, Grace.  Bringing in the New Year, 2008.


This picture book focuses on customs of a Chinese American family as they prepare of the lunar New Year celebrations.  The minimal text makes this suitable for very young children and additional background information is included in the author’s note.  (AR)
Low, William.  Old Penn Station, 2007.


This beautiful tribute to the glory of the original Pennsylvania Railroad Station carefully addresses the whole history of the building, from construction to destruction, ending with an acknowledgment of its lasting legacy in terms of historical preservation.
(AR)

Melmed, Laura Krauss.  Capital! Washington from A to Z, 2003.


For children not ready for the slightly more difficult book by Lynn Curlee, this is a wonderful introduction to many well-known and lesser known places that make up our capital city.  (AR) 

Michelson, Richard.  As Good as Anybody: Martin Luther King Jr. and Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Amazing March Toward Freedom, 2008.


Raised halfway around the world from each other, King and Heschel both suffered from discrimination – King in the southern United States, Heschel in Poland.  As adults, the men met and became friends when Heschel marched in protest with Dr. King.  
This carries that message that we must all unite against injustice.  (AR)

National Geographic Our World: A Child’s First Picture Atlas, 2006.


Each colorful, oversize spread contains a map, and photographs and pictures of people, animals, places, and things particular to the region, described in detailed captions. Smaller pictures of natural and man-made landmarks and a paragraph about how children might live in the area pictured are included.

Nivola, Claire.  Planting the Trees of Kenya, 2008.


This picture book biography tells of the life of Wangari Maathai, the winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace prize, who began the movement in Kenya to reclaim the soil and help the people by planting over thirty million trees.  (AR)
Onyefulu, Ifeoma.  Ikenna Goes to Nigeria, 2008.


Told through the voice of the author’s son on his trip to visit relatives, this photo-essay introduces readers to the culture, land and people of Nigeria in a book that is simple enough for primary grade students.  

Owen, Ann.  Keeping You Safe: A Book About Police Officers, 2004.


This very simple book is part of a series about community helpers that is a boon to nursery school and kindergarten teachers.  The minimal text and large gender-sensitive illustrations make this a wonderful choice for classroom use.  Other titles in the series: Protecting Your Home: A Book About Firefighters; Keeping You Healthy: A Book About Doctors; Delivering Your Mail: A Book About Letter Carriers; Helping You Learn: A Book About Teachers and Taking You Places: A Book about Bus Drivers.  (AR)
Raczka, Bob.  The Art of Freedom: How Artists See America, 2008.


Simple enough to be used with young students, this would be equally useful for older students.  Eighteen works of art show the diversity of American life, covering a range of artists and periods, and accompanied by a very simple text.  

Raschka, Chris   New York is English, Chattanooga is Creek, 2005.


An inventive book that depicts the cities as various personalities, from New York’s bewigged and powdered English aristocrat to San Francisco in brown monk’s robes, this offers a look at some of the many cultures and languages that named our cities.

(AR)

Raven, Margot Theis.  Let Them Play, 2005.


This picture book tells the true story of the all-black Little League team formed in 1955 in segregated Charleston, South Carolina.  After coaches chose 14 players from black teams around the state to compete in the state’s annual tournament, all the white teams withdrew.  Winning the state title by default, the team was invited to Williamsport for the Little League World Series, but only to watch, not to play.  (AR)

Reynolds, Jan.  Celebrate! Connections Among Cultures, 2006.


Excellent photographs and engaging text explores the connections among seven indigenous cultures from around the world, showing how peoples everywhere mark changes, express thanks, and honor important people and events, with feasts, costumes, music, and more.  (AR)

Ripoll, Onol.  Play With Us: 100 Games from Around the World, 2005.


With enough game ideas to satisfy everyone, this book includes group games, as well as games for one or two people and his games for outdoor and indoor play, from ball games to solitaire.  A useful resource for multicultural events.  

Rotner, Shelley and Ken Kreisler.  Everybody Works, 2003.


A minimal text and large, colorful photos explore the highly visible occupations that fascinate kids and behind-the-scenes employment in the services and arts.  This will be welcomed by kindergarten and first grade teachers.

Rotner, Shelley and Sheila M. Kelly.  Many Ways: How Families Practice their Beliefs and Religions, 2005.


Exploring how children from around the world practice their religious beliefs through vivid, engaging photographs and easy-to-read text, this book looks at the rich diversity as well as the underlying similarities of a variety of spiritual traditions.  (AR)

Rotner, Shelley.  Where Does Food Come From?, 2006.


Large print and appealing color photos of children on every page make this book a pleasant reading experience.  A sentence or two discuss cocoa beans, potatoes, bread, grains, cornstalks, popcorn, milk, lemons, eggs, tomatoes, peanuts, grapes, and more. (AR) 
Rumford, James.  Sequoyah: The Cherokee Man Who Gave His People Writing, 2004.


This beautiful picture book biography relates the story of Sequoyah, who creates a writing system for the Cherokee in the 1820s that would turn his people into a nation of readers and writers.  (AR)

St. George, Judith.  Take the Lead, George Washington, 2005.


A folksy narrative smoothly weaves together anecdotes illuminating his early experiences, including his "turning point": the 16-year-old's participation in a month-long survey trip, slogging through cold rain and muddy marshes, and encountering an Indian war party. Daniel Powers' watercolors capture the hero's energy and optimism.  Also: Mark Your Mark, Franklin Roosevelt, 2007 and Stand Tall, Abraham Lincoln, 2008. (AR)

Salas, Laura Purdie.  Whose Coat is This?: A Look at How Workers Cover Up – Jackets, Smocks, and Robes, 2006.  


Bold, clear, large illustrations make this an inviting choice for classroom sharing, and an interesting way to look at different workers and what they do.  This title includes a wide range from a messy artist’s smock to the bright warm coat of a ski patroller.  This is part of a series called Whose Is It which includes other titles on workers (Whose Gloves Are These?  Whose Hat is This? Whose Shoes Are These?, Whose Gloves Are These?) and animals (Whose Tail is This?  Whose Spots Are These?) to list just a few.  (AR)

Sanders, Nancy I.  D is for the Drinking Gourd, 2007.


An alphabetic look at Black American history, this picture book includes general terms like cowboys and quilts as well as specific events and people, like the March on Washington and Malcolm X.  Each entry is accompanied by a rhyming couplet that explains the significance of the term.  (AR)

Shea, Pegi Dietz.  Liberty Rising: The Story of the Statue of Liberty, 2005.


Stylized art by Wade Zahares and a text geared to primary grades make this a good choice for children too young for Betsy Maestro’s book on the statue.  Shea gives young readers some good comparisons to help them visualize the size of the statue and includes a wealth of interesting facts. (AR)

Shore, Diane Z.  This is the Dream, 2006.


The This-is-the-House-That-Jack-Built meter and the striking illustrations by James Ransom, make this a book about the history of the civil rights movement that begs to be shared.  From the bus strike to sit-ins and marches to the final pages which show people of all colors together, this picture book is powerful and thought provoking, and would make a good choice to share with older students as well.  (AR)
Stone, Tanya Lee.  Elizabeth Leads the Way: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote, 2008.


Stanton’s life is introduced to young readers in this incise biography that draws readers in and focuses on the person and her achievements without getting bogged down in the dates and details that might detract from the drama of her story.  (AR)

Swain, Gwenyth.  Riding to Washington, 2008.


This book, based on the experiences of the author’s father, tells the story of the 1963 March on Washington from the point of view of a young white girl who learns that Dr. Martin Luther King’s words are not just for Black Americans.  (AR)
Turner, Pamela S.  Hachiko: The True Story of a Loyal Dog, 2004.


This lovely book relates the true story of a dog who accompanied his master to and from a Tokyo train station for a year and, after his master died, continued to wait for him there every day for many years.  His status as a folk hero in Tokyo is further elaborated in an afterword. This will resonate with any child who has loved a dog and been loved in return.  (AR)

Weatherford, Carole Boston.  Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom, 2006.


This picture book describes the first of nineteen journeys Harriet Tubman made to lead slaves to freedom.  (AR)

White, Linda Arms.  I Could Do That: Esther Morris Gets Women the Vote, 2005.


In 1869, Esther Morris, with her can-do attitude, was instrumental in making Wyoming the first state to allow women to vote.  She then became the first woman to hold public office in the United States.  This picture book biography offers full color illustrations that make this book easy to share with a class.  A good choice for Women’s History Month.  (AR)

Wilson, Karma.  How to Bake an American Pie, 2007


Rhyming text and illustrations present a recipe for how to bake a pie from all the things that make America great.  (AR)

Winter, Jeanette.  Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A Tree Story from Africa, 2008.


Winter tells the story of the Nobel Peace Prize winner’s life for young children in striking picture book that emphasizes the impact a grassroots movement can have and how one person can make a difference. (AR)
Yoo, Paul.  Sixteen Years in Sixteen Seconds, 2005.


In this picture book biography readers meet Sammy Lee, the son of Korean immigrants who overcame formidable odds to become an Olympic diving champion as well as a doctor. (AR)
Grades 3 – 5

Ackroyd, Peter.  Ancient Greece: Voyages Through Time, 2005.


Like other entries in this series, this is an expanded DK book for more advanced readers with an expanded text.  With more text, the illustrations are cut down, but still plentiful.  This volume covers mythology, history and culture in a nicely done overview.

Also in the series: The Beginning; Ancient Rome; Cities of Blood; Kingdom of the Dead; Escape from Earth.

Adkins, Jan.  What If You Met a Knight? 2006.


An informative and fun look at the real life of a knight, who had dangerous work to do in times that were not what modern day children would call comfortable.  (AR)

Alexander, Sally Hobart.  She Touched the World: Laura Bridgman, Deaf-Blind Pioneer. 2008.

Even before Helen Keller, Laura Bridgman overcame seemingly insurmountable odds and became an international celebrity in the 1840’s. The book includes primary quotes and archival photos to help tell the story of this young woman who achieved fame by the time she was just twelve years old.  (AR)

Armstrong, Jennifer.  The American Story: 100 True Tales from American History, 2006.


This fully illustrated collection features familiar and not-so-well known stories from America’s past, arranged in chronological order from the founding of the colony of Saint Caroline (near today’s Jacksonville, Florida) in 1565 up to the year 2000. (AR)
Ashby, Ruth.  Amazing Mr. Franklin: Or the Boy Who Read Everything, 2004.


In just over one hundred pages, this book introduces the life of inventor, statesman, and founding father Benjamin Franklin, whose love of books led him to establish the first public library in the American colonies.  Ashby's clearly written narrative, peppered with exclamation points, flows smoothly and will hold the interest of children.  (AR)


Bausum, Ann.  Our Country’s Presidents, 2005.


This attractive volume, originally published in 2001, has been revised and expanded to include the 2004 election.  Carefully researched text and historic images combine to make this volume a definitive guide to the fascinating lives of the Presidents of the United States.  Companion volume: Our Country’s First Ladies,  2006. (AR)
Bial, Raymond.  Where Washington Walked, 2004.


Bial briefly recounts the life of our first president with reference to the places he lived and worked.  These snapshots of history add up to a solid introductory overview to Washington's career.  Also: Where Lincoln Walked (1998). (AR)

Blacklock, Dyan.  The Roman Army: The Legendary Soldiers Who Created an Empire, 2004.


A captivating illustrated history of the Roman Army, this book includes information about the army’s composition, organization, training, methods, weapons, and campaigns – and all this in just 48 pages. (AR)

Blackwood, Gary.  The Great Race: The Amazing Round-the-World Auto Race of 1908, 2008.


In 1908 cars were still novelties and roads were terrible, but that didn’t stop four adventurers from four different countries from heading east from Paris to drive across Europe, Asia and crossing the Bering Strait to North America to try to be the first driver to go around-the-world.  The race, which ended in New York was in the headlines for months.  This book captures the history and excitement of this incredible feat. (AR)
Blair, Margaret Whitman.  The Roaring 20: The First Cross-Country Air Race for Women, 2006.


This intriguing slice of history details the first cross country race for women pilots which took place in 1929 and went from California to Ohio.  A number of famous aviators took part, including Amelia Earhart and Florence “Pancho” Barnes. (AR)

Bockenhauer, Mark H. and Stephen F. Cunha.  Our Fifty States, 2004.


A great deal of accessible information is packed into this stunning, easy-to-use volume  Beginning with an introduction by Jimmy Carter, the book (organized by region) covers each state's history, economic strengths and other noteworthy facts. Maps with clearly labeled cities and rivers accompany brief timelines illustrated with photos and drawings make this one volume a valuable reference source for browsing and reports. (AR)

Bolden, Tonya.  Maritcha: A Nineteenth Century American Girl, 2004.


Based on an actual memoir written by Maritcha Rimond Lyons, who was born in New York City, this poignant story tells what it was like to be a black child born free during the days of slavery. Included in the book are photographs of Maritcha, her family, and friends, as well as archival and contemporary maps, photographs, and illustrations. For students in grades four and up. (AR)

Borden, Louise.  The Journey that Saved Curious George, 2005


In a book that resembles a travel journal, complete with reproduced ticket stubs, readers can follow the journey of Hans and Margret Rey as they flee Paris on bicycle in 1940 just ahead of the advancing German army.  (AR)

Brennan, Linda Crotta.  The Black Regiment of the American Revolution, 2004.


This picture book format history introduces readers to Rhode Island's “Black Regiment,” made up primarily of slaves who fought not only for American independence but also for their own freedom--as promised by a state legislature desperate to shore up exhausted troops.  Although this looks like a book for younger readers, it is really meant for fourth grade and up.

Brewster, Hugh.  The Other Mozart, 2006.


Picture-book biography of little-known musician Joseph Bologne Saint-George, son of a French aristocrat and an enslaved West Indian mother, who overcame prejudice and distinguished himself in France as a composer, violinist, swordsman, colonel, prisoner, diplomat. (AR)

Brimner, Larry Dane.  We Are One: The Story of Bayard Rustin, 2007/


Although not nearly as well known as other Civil Rights leaders of the time, Rustin worked along side Dr. King and was instrumental in organizing the 1963 March on Washington.  Brimner’s slim book pairs an emotional text with period pictures, quotations and song lyrics to help readers experience the birth of the Civil Rights movement.  (AR)

Brown, Don.  Odd Boy Out: Young Albert Einstein, 2004.


Brown has written an introduction to the work and early life of the twentieth-century physicist whose theory of relativity revolutionized scientific thinking.  This well-crafted picture-book biography focuses on Einstein's hard-to-classify brilliance, which led to awesome scientific discoveries, but all too often left him a misunderstood outsider.  (AR)

Buckley, Susan and Elspeth Leacock.  Journeys for Freedom: A New Look at America’s Story, 2006.


This chronicles twenty journeys of people all escaping some form of oppression or enslavement, beginning with Roger Williams’ flight to Providence in 1631 up to the settlement of one of the “lost boys” from Sudan in 1988.  (AR)

Byrd, Robert.  Leonardo, Beautiful Dreamer, 2003.


Liberal quotes from this enigmatic genius's notebooks highlight his insatiable curiosity and extraordinary powers of observation. Detailed ink-and-watercolor artwork illustrates da Vinci's life, times, and artistic and scientific endeavors.  (AR)

Castaldo, Nancy.  River Wild: An Activity Guide to North American Rivers, 2006.


This useful guide looks at many facets of rivers, from geology to ecology, spotlighting rivers in specific areas of North America, including the US, Canada and Mexico.  (AR)

Castrovilla, Selene.  By the Sword: A Young Man Meets War, 2007.


This is a good introduction to primary source material.  The book focuses on the experiences of Benjamin Tallmadge, a school headmaster, who joins George Washington’s army and participates in the Battle of Long Island.  (AR)
Childress, Diana.  Marco Polo’s Journey to China, 2008.


Childress makes a strong case for crediting Marco Polo’s account of his twenty- four year journey to China with being a huge influence on the whole age of discovery that followed, including Columbus’s voyages.  The fascinating text is enhanced with maps and reproductions with fact boxes that point out lots of unusual facts and insights.

Chin-Lee, Cynthia.  Akira to Zoltan: Twenty-Six Men Who Changed the World, 2006.


Capsule biographies of 26 men–some famous, some lesser-known–representing ethnic diversity and a variety of professions. The entries, all one page, cover individuals as varied as Japanese film director, Akira Kurosawa and Brazilian soccer star, Pelé. Companion volume: Amelia to Zora: Twenty-Six Women Who Changed the World.  (AR)

Chrisp, Peter.  Pyramid, 2006.


Part of the DK Experience series, Chrisp uses full-color illustrations to show the steps involved in building and the history behind the Great Pyramid of Giza.
Cook, Peter.  You Wouldn’t Want to Sail on the Mayflower!: A Trip that Took Entirely Too Long, 2005.  


In a conversational tone, the author draws the reader in the realities of this difficult voyage.  Background information about the reasons for the Pilgrim’s travel is covered, along with diagrams of the ship’s layout and maps.  It is the humor and engaging style that set this book apart.  (AR)

Cooper, Michael L.  Hero of the High Seas: John Paul Jones and the American Revolution, 2006


Jones’ life is charted from a scandal-ridden Scottish captain on a trading ship to a man of self-invention who came to the American colonies to start a new life and became a naval hero.  This is an example of exciting non-fiction writing instead of a routine report book.  (AR)

Cooper, Michael L.  Jamestown, 1607, 2007.


Cooper describes the settlement of Jamestown in a readable, uncluttered text, with outstanding photos and effectively incorporating primary sources into the text. (AR)
Cummins, Julia.  Women Daredevils: Thrills, Chills, and Frills, 2008.


Ten brief biographies of women who braved the odds and risked their lives in stunts ranging from going over Niagara Falls to walking on the wings of a plane.  This is sure to fascinate the same kids who pour over books of world records and extreme sports.

(AR)

Curlee, Lynn.  Skyscraper, 2007.


Curlee introduces landmark buildings and the engineering advances that made them possible, as well as thoughts about how these buildings affect the ways society lives and works.  Also:  Brooklyn Bridge, Ballpark, Capital, Liberty. (AR)
Deem, James.  Bodies from the Ash: Life and Death in Ancient Pompeii, 2005.


Deem, a gifted storyteller, relates the devastating volcanic eruption that buried Pompeii, the discovery of the remains and the continuing scientific studies that are being done on the ruins and the artifacts.  The many photos of long preserved places and bodies guarantee some avid readers.  (AR)

Delano, Marfe Ferguson.  Helen’s Eyes: A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller’s Teacher, 2008.


Annie Sullivan’s life story is just as remarkable as her famous student’s.  This National Geographic book uses period photos to tell of Annie’s struggle to overcome her own handicaps before achieving success with Helen Keller.  (AR)

Doak, Robin.  New Jersey, 1609 – 1776, 2006.


Aimed at a middle school audience, but accessible to an upper elementary student, this is part of the series Voices from Colonial America.  Each volume has a history of the colony, with good historic maps and well-chosen illustrations.  What makes this series stands out is the wealth of first person narratives, from explorers, Native Americans and colonists.  Also available in the series are New York, Virginia, Georgia, Massachusetts, California, Delaware, Texas, Pennsylvania, Louisiana.  There are various authors. (AR)

Fitzgerald, Stephanie.  Kristallnacht, The Night of Broken Glass: Igniting the Nazi War Againt Jews, 2008


Period photographs enhance this book that covers the events and attitudes that led up to Kristallnacht.  The text incorporates extensive quotations and some primary sources.  This is an excellent source for middle school but is accessible for good elementary students in upper grades.  (AR)

Fitzpatrick, Anne.  Amazon River, 2005.


The text, sufficient in informational quantity and quality for short reports, is briskly and engagingly written. But the real selling point here is the gorgeous color photographs.  This gives a clear overview of climate, ecology and wildlife, and human inhabitants.  Also: Mount Everest; Victoria Falls; Great Barrier Reef; Northern Lights; Grand Canyon. (AR)
Fleischman, Sid.  The Trouble Begins at 8: -- A Life of Mark Twain in the Wild, Wild West, 2008


This is third venture into non-fiction for this award-winning novelist and the result is a funny, readable biography of Samuel Clemens, the wisecracking humorist and writer from a hard-scrabble beginning became one of the most famous Americans of his time.  (AR)

Fleming, Candace.  Ben Franklin’s Almanac: Being a True Account of the Good Gentleman’s Life, 2003.


Designed more like a scrapbook than an almanac, this is a visually rich but densely packed amalgamation of anecdotal narrative, boxed insets, black-and-white reproductions of period documents and artwork, and material obtained from Franklin's personal papers.  (AR)

Fleming, Candace.  The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary, 2008.


This is a remarkable joint biography of the President and his complex wife using an abundance of primary sources, including letters and period photographs.  
Fleming, Candace.  Our Eleanor: A Scrapbook Look at Eleanor Roosevelt’s Remarkable Life, 2005.


Told in scrapbook style, this presents the many facets of Eleanor Roosevelt’s life: wife, mother, First Lady, United Nations delegate, children’s author and civil rights crusader.  (AR)

Fleming, Thomas.  Everybody's Revolution: A New Look at the People Who Won America's Freedom, 2006.


With each chapter focusing on a different segment of the population, including Native Americans, women, children and African Americans, Fleming highlights the stories of little known people to show that the American Revolution was not just a struggle between two groups of Englishmen.  (AR)

Fradin, Dennis.  Duel!: Burr and Hamilton’s Deadly War of Words, 2008.


This is a dramatic, but even-handed, account of the lives of both famous men, from their unhappy childhoods, their service in the Revolutionary War to their quarrels with each other and finally, the fatal duel.  The illustrations by Larry Day add to the intensity of the text.  (AR)

Fradin, Judith Bloom and Dennis Fradin.  The Power of One: Daisy Bates and the Little Rock Nine, 2004.


With the aid of archival photographs, meticulous research, and primary-source material, the Fradins have created an outstanding and passionate biography of a civil rights leader who gained prominence as the mentor of the nine African-American students who integrated Central High School in Little Rock in 1957.  This is most suitable for students in middle school, but still accessible for fifth graders.  (AR)

Freedman, Russell.  The Adventures of Marco Polo, 2006.


With his usual exemplary research, Freedman includes the arguments of the scholars who doubt the truth of Marco Polo’s accounts of his journeys as well as the words of the well-known traveler, but ultimately leaves the question open.  (AR)
Freedman, Russell.  Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 2006.


Freedman draws on the best of the many personal stories and historical accounts of the Montgomery boycott to provide a dramatic overview of how the 381-day resistance to segregated buses spearheaded the civil rights movement. (AR)

Freedman, Russell.  The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights, 2004.


Newbery medalist Freedman succinctly traces the career of renowned contralto Marian Anderson from her Philadelphia childhood, when she first revealed her extraordinary voice in church choirs.  This inspiring work once again demonstrates Freedman's talent for showing how a person's life is molded by its historical and cultural context.  Also:  Children of the Great Depression  (AR)

Galford, Ellen.  Julius Caesar: The Boy Who Conquered an Empire, 2007.


One of the biographies published by National Geographic, this slim book is well-researched and packed with excellent photographs and information sidebars as well as a running timeline.

Galford, Ellen.  The Trail West: Exploring History Through Art, 2005


Part of the “Picture That” series this explores the westward movement using artwork to illuminate the topics discussed.  Also: Knights and Castles; Battles and Weapons.  
Garland, Sherry.  The Buffalo Soldier, 2006.


Using the perspective of a fictional recruit, Garland recounts the history of the two African American cavalry regiments that served the U.S. beginning shortly after the Civil War.  (AR)

Gerstein, Mordecai.  The Man Who Walked Between the Towers, 2003.


This winner of the Caldecott Medal is best enjoyed by older students.  This wonderful book tells the story of Philippe Petit who in 1974 saw the World Trade Center towers as a challenge. (AR)

Geyer, Flora.  Saladin: The Muslim Warrior Who Defended His People, 2006.


This addition to National Geographic’s World History Biographies presents the life Saladin, from his birth into a prominent Kurdish family in Tikrit, Mesopotamia, in 1138, through his wars to regain holy lands in and around Jerusalem, to his death in Damascus on March 4, 1193. Also: Leonardo Da Vinci; Marie Curie; Elizabeth I, Mandela; Galileo; Alexander; Hatshepsut; Gandhi. (AR)

Giblin, James Cross.  Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth and John Wilkes Booth, 2005.


This Boston Globe-Horn Book Award winner is a masterful retelling of the story two brothers, the renowned actor Edwin and John, the assassin of Abraham Lincoln.   This tells of their childhood and family life and recounts the rift between the two brothers when Edwin sided with the Union and John’s sympathies were with the South.  (AR)

Giblin, James Cross.  The Many Rides of Paul Revere, 2007.


This informative biography by a Sibert Medal-winning author follows Paul Revere’s life from his humble beginnings as a French immigrant’s son to his work as a silversmith and a messenger during the American Revolution.
Giblin, James Cross.  Secrets of the Sphinx, 2004.


The author delves into the debates over when the Sphinx was built, the lives of the early Egyptians and how best to preserve the monument for future generations.  While many books on ancient Egypt mention the Sphinx, this is the only title devoted exclusively to the topic for this audience.  (AR)

Goodman, Susan E.  See How They Run: Campaign Dreams, Election Schemes, and the Race to the White House, 2008


For those who think that negative campaigns are news, this should be an eye-opening look at the campaigns from the past two hundred years.  The text is sprinkled with gossipy tidbits that are sure to intrigue readers.  (AR)
Hansen, Rosanna.  Panda: A Guide Horse for Ann, 2005.


Everyone knows about guide dogs for the blind. But guide horses? Panda is a miniature horse, one of the first to be trained to help Ann Edie, a blind woman.  The topic is fresh and interesting. The writing is inviting and clear; the pictures are heart-warming. (AR)

Harness, Cheryl.  The Groundbreaking, Chance-Taking Life of George Washington Carver, 2008

This series makes history even sound like fun!  The text combines biographical information with enough historical background to make events understandable and then adds lots of interesting details for kids to enjoy.  Also: The Adventurous Life of Myles Standish and the Amazing-But-True Survival Story of Plymouth Colony; The Tragic Tale of Narcissa Whitman and a Faithful History of the Oregon Trail; The Remarkable Rough-Riding Life of Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of Empire America.  (AR)
Haskins, Jim.  Delivering Justice: W.W. Law and the Fight for Civil Rights, 2006.


This picture book aimed at older readers tell the story of a mail carrier, who in 1961 orchestrated the Great Savannah Boycott and was instrumental in bringing equality to his Georgia community. (AR)

Haskins, Jim.  John Lewis in the Lead: A Story of the Civil Rights Movement, 2006


This slim book with an almost picture book format, presents the biography of the U.S. congressman from Georgia who played a prominent role in the Civil Rights Movement. (AR)
Hawass, Zahi.  Tutankhamun: The Mystery of the Boy King, 2005.


World famous Egyptologist offers a solid summary, some of it necessarily conjectural, of the Pharoah’s life and the complex and controversial 18th dynasty in which Tut lived.  (AR)

Heydlauff, Lisa.  Going to School in India, 2005.


Twelve different types of learning situations that occur to real children in India are depicted in this colorful volume.  While one reviewer considered this a “coffee table book”, it was selected by the National Council of Social Studies teachers as an outstanding work.  (AR)

Hochain, Serge.  Building Liberty: A Statue is Born, 2004.


In an appealing comic-book style, with the text presented below detailed watercolor, pencil, and drybrush illustrations, each of the four sections tell the story of a young boy who played an important role in accomplishing the feat, both in France and the United States, of building the Statue of Liberty. (AR)

Hopkinson, Deborah.  Up Before Daybreak: Cotton and People in America, 2006.


Primary sources and black and white photos are used to give a detailed picture of the effect of cotton production on the social structure of the United States from 1607 to the present.  (AR)

Hudson, Wade.  Powerful Words: More Than 200 Years of Extraordinary Writing by African Americans, 2004.


Hudson highlights the words of 36 well-known African-American men and women from colonial to contemporary times. Benjamin Banneker, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. DuBois, Mary McLeod Bethune, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Thurgood Marshall, and Toni Morrison are among the featured individuals.  For each one, Hudson gives a brief introduction to set the scene in this good primary source.

Ichord, Loretta Frances.  Pasta, Fried Rice, and Matzoh Balls: Immigrant Cooking in America, 2006


This title focuses on the food, culture, and traditions of various groups who came to America between 1565 and 1921, among them Spanish, French, Swedish, Portuguese, Italian, and Polish immigrants. Eight recipes are given from various cuisines, including Swedish meatballs and Portuguese sweet bread.

Johnson, Dolores.  Onward: A Photobiography of African-American Polar Explorer Matthew Henson, 2006.


Stunning archival photos help tell the story of the quest to be the first to reach the North Pole.  Henson got there first, as part of Robert Peary’s expedition, but as an African-American, credit for his achievement was long in coming.  (AR)

Kalz, Jill.  Mount Everest, 2005


One of the Natural Wonders of the World series, this explores the grandeur of the mountain and highlights the contribution of the Sherpas and the effects of tourism and commercialism.  As befitting the subject, the ample photos are breathtaking.  (AR)

Keating, Frank.  Theodore, 2006.


With one page of text facing each photo-realistic illustration, this book is easily accessible to good second and third grade readers, but it covers a good deal of information about the life of this exuberant president.  (AR)
Kendall, Martha A.  The Erie Canal, 2008


Describing the building of the canal, from the first much scorned idea to the grand opening ceremonies, this book also includes details of life on the canal and the people who worked on and around it.  The book uses a wealth of period illustrations and primary sources.  (AR)

Kerley, Barbara.  Walt Whitman: Words for America, 2004.


Meticulously researched and documented, this portrait of American poet Walt Whitman celebrates his work and provides insight to this man, artist, and Civil War hero who is a symbol of America. (AR)

Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody.  The Look-It-Up Book of Explorers, 2004


This is a concise and useful guide to almost all the explorers usually studied in school.  Beginning with Leif Eriksson all the way to Robert Ballard’s 1985 expedition to search for the Titanic, the chronologically arranged spreads give readers a better understanding of how the world was explored and how information from each trip was able to help future expeditions.
Komatsu, Yoshio.  Wonderful Houses Around the World, 2004.


Clear, color photo spreads and explanatory paragraphs introduce 10 "wonderful houses" from a variety of cultural backgrounds. The author's personal comments enliven the terse text. (AR)

Kramer, Ann.  Anne Frank: The Young Writer Who Told the World Her Story, 2007


This is more accessible to young readers than Anne’s diary, and it includes the account of her life and celebrates her legacy.  (AR)

Krensky, Stephen.  Dangerous Crossing: The Revolutionary Voyage of John and John Quincy Adams, 2005.


In 1778, ten-year-old Johnny Adams and his father make a dangerous mid-winter voyage from Massachusetts to Paris in hopes of gaining support for the colonies during the American Revolution.  The picture book format makes this accessible to third and fourth grade students. (AR)
Krull, Kathleen.  A Woman for President: The Story of Victoria Woodhull,  2004.


Despite her impressive number of achievements-first woman to sit on the Stock Exchange, first woman to own a newspaper or speak before Congress, first woman to run for the presidency of the United States-Woodhull is little known by elementary-grade students. This book, though soft-pedaling the more scandalous aspects of her life, rectifies that omission.  (AR)

Kuklin, Susan.  Families, 2006.


Interviews with fifteen children from different families, including multiracial, immigrant, gay, and divorces are included in this book that highlights both the differences and the commonalities in families no matter the size or the background.  (AR)

Kunzel, George.  A Taste of Latino Cultures = Un Toque de Sobor Latino, 2005.


This is unique blend of cultural information and well-chosen recipes.  Six Latin American countries are included: Mexico, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Cuba, Puerto Rico and Nicaragua.  Both the country information and the recipes are in both English and Spanish, a boon to ESL classes as well as social studies teachers.

Kurlansky, Mark.  The Story of Salt, 2006


The informal narrative and detailed, playful pen and ink drawings dramatize the history of the essential role of salt in human life, from prehistoric times to the breakthrough of refrigeration and the latest drilling techniques.  (AR)

Kyi, Tanya Lloyd.  The Blue Jean Book: the Story Behind the Seams, 2005.


This is a history of blue jeans from their 19th century beginning as workpants through to their new designer status.  The inclusion of period advertisements and lots of photos give readers an inside look at something that has become a staple in our lives. (AR)

Lange, Karen.  1607: A New Look at Jamestown, 2007.


Incorporating the latest archeological evidence, this offers a new look at life in Jamestown, including the importance of indentured servants and evidence that Native American women married English settlers and lived in the fort.  (AR)

Lankford, Mary, D.  Mazes Around the World, 2008.


Lankford explores the connections between math and culture in this unusual look at different types of mazes – hedge, stone and turf.  The book covers mazes from ancient Egypt to present day South America, covering how they are constructed and their cultural meaning and legends surrounding some of the more famous one.  (AR)

Lefkowitz, Arthur S.  Bushnell’s Submarine: the Best Kept Secret of the American Revolution, 2006.


Its small size makes this seem like a work of fiction, but this is the true story of David Bushnell’s submarine, dubbed the American Turtle, which did in fact attack a British warship during the American Revolution.  This is a look at a little known, but fascinating incident and the inventor behind it.  (AR)

Levine, Karen.  Hana’s Suitcase, 2003.


A biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, told in alternating chapters with an account of how the curator of a Japanese Holocaust center learned about her life after Hana's suitcase was sent to her. (AR)

Limon, Jose.  Central American Immigrants to the United States: Refuges from Unrest, 2006.


This explores some of the many reasons that bring people from Central America to the United States and the difficulties faced by this fastest-growing sector of the Hispanic population.  Also: South American Immigrants to the United States: The Flight from Turmoil.

Llewellyn, Claire.  Great Discoveries and Amazing Adventures:  The Stories of Hidden Marvels and Lost Treasures, 2004.


This wonderful book offers a fresh take on a wide range of subjects - from the discovery of Machu Picchu, a hidden Inca city in the Andes Mountains, to the unearthing of the remains of China's Terra-Cotta Army, long buried since the 200s B.C.  (AR)
Lourie, Peter.  Hidden World of the Aztec, 2006.


An accomplished writer and traveler offers an objective look at the Aztec civilization based on the findings of the archaeological digs at the Great Temple in modern-day Mexico City and at the Pyramid of the Moon in Teotihuacan.  (AR)

Macauley, David.  Mosque, 2003.


An author and artist who has continually stripped away the mystique of architectural structures that have long fascinated modern people, Macaulay here reveals the methods and materials used to design and construct a mosque in late 16th century Turkey. (AR)

MacLeod, Elizabeth.  George Washington Carver: An Innovative Life, 2007.


This latest addition to the Snapshots series introduces readers to the scientist, inventor and professor who became a symbol of African American success and interracial harmony.  (AR)

MacLeod, Elizabeth.  Helen Keller: A Determined Life, 2004.


In this brief (32 pages) biography, MacLeod includes many well-known facts about Keller's life as well as a few less-familiar details.  The illustrations include a sample of Keller's handwriting and charts that demonstrate sign language and Braille. (AR)

Macy, Sue.  Freeze Frame: A Photographic History of the Winter Olympics, 2006.  


Macy has created a lively, visually stunning look at the history of winter Olympic sports, covering dramatic moments, crisis with weather and even some of the scandals.  The final section offers information about each of the winter Olympics from 1908 and 1920.  Also: Higher, Faster, Stronger: A Photographic History of the Summer Olympics.  (AR)
Maestro, Betsy.  Liberty or Death, the American Revolution, 1763-1783, 2005

This book serves as a good introductory overview of the years before and during the Revolution. It has a large format with visual appeal and a straightforward narrative.  Maestro includes more details of battles and military achievements than other books with similar formats and does so with a lively text.  A timeline of significant events is included.

Markle, Sandra.  Inside and Outside Mummies, 2005.


Markle looks at mummies from around the world and includes some of the cutting edge techniques used to study them by forensic anthropologists.  The combination of mummies and forensic science along with the high quality and eye-catching photos make this as good for browsing as it is for reports. (AR)

Martin, Alex.  Knights and Castles: Exploring History Through Art, 2005.


Art and history meld with entertaining and successful results in this oversized book.   Framed sidebars offer biographical information about the artists; time lines handily sum up the years covered and include black-and-white miniatures of the paintings.  This is one of the Picture That series that includes The Trail West by Ellen Galford. 

Masoff, Joy.  We Are All Americans: Understanding Diversity, 2006.


Generously supported by photos, maps and diagrams, this offers a history of immigration to the United States, and includes a look at the immigration process (Visas, Ellis Island, etc.) and the plants and animals, food, sports, games, holidays, and music from myriad backgrounds that Americans now enjoy.  (AR)

McComb, Marianne.  The Emancipation Proclamation, 2006.


The author clearly outlines what the proclamation did – and did not do.  It did not end slavery, only freed the slaves in the Confederate states.  The volume’s focus is on the document itself.  While it will be most useful for research, the glossy look and many illustrations will entice history buffs to take a look.  This is on of the American Documents series which also includes The Constitution; The Bill of Rights and The Declaration of Independence.  

Meltzer, Milton.  Hear the Train Whistle Blow: How the Railroad Changed the World, 2004.


An accomplished nonfiction writer takes a look at the history of rail transportation, focusing on how it transformed societies from isolated communities which rarely communicated or traded into unified nations.  Illustrated with numerous archival photographs, this is an excellent, comprehensive history for upper grade students. (AR)

Menzel, Peter.  What the World Eats, 2008.


This photographic collection examines the eating habits of twenty-five families from twenty-one countries, exploring the cultural differences and similarities in our global marketplace.

Miller, Debbie.  Big Alaska: Journey Across America’s Most Amazing State, 2006.


This large-format book introduces a variety of natural places in Alaska. A state map on the endpapers marks the 16 sites visited, including the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Glacier Bay National Park, the Yukon Kuskoquim Delta, the Iditarod Trail, and Prince William Sound.  (AR)
Miller, Lee.  Roanoke: The Mystery of the Lost Colony, 2007.


Miller provides explanations for the disappearance of the late 16th-century settlement on Roanoke Island in this captivating book presented in a mystery format so that the reader can follow clues. (AR)

Millman, Isaac.  The Hidden Child, 2005.


After more than fifty years of keeping his story to himself, Millman recounts his experience as a child in France during World War II.  His quiet and understated style allows the astonishing facts of his personal journey to shine through.  Millman is the author of several picture books, including Moses Goes to a Concert.  (AR)

Minor, Wendell.  Yankee Doodle America: The Spirit of 1776 from A to Z, 2006.

This unusual book uses replicas of signs from public inns and taverns to spotlight people, places and events important to the Revolution, from Old North Church to the Stamp Act.
Morley, Jacqueline.  Inside the Tomb of Tutankhamun, 2005.


Beginning with life along the Nile River, the chapters that follow explain the roles of the pharaoh, priests, taxmen, attendants, etc.; how Tutankhamun came to power; and how pharaohs were mummified and buried amidst wealth for the afterlife.  The captivating descriptions, drawings, and photos provide a close look into the past that will surely pique the interest of children whether using the text for reports or for pleasure reading. (AR)

Naidoo, Beverley.  Making It Home: Real Stories from Children Forced to Flee, 2006.


Autobiographical accounts of children who have been displaced by war from Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Congo, Liberia, Sudan and Burundi and collected by the International Rescue Committee.  (AR)

Nelson, Kadir.  We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball, 2008.


Although the narrator is fictional, the information about the Negro League and many of its famous players is factual and comes to live in this handsome volume that covers the history of the league from the organization in 1920 until the 1940’s.  (AR)
Nelson, Scott Reynolds.  Ain’t Nothing But a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry, 2008.


Was John Henry, the famous name from song and tall tales, a real person?  This book offers an up-close look as historian Nelson searches and researches for clues to the answer to that question.  (AR)

Newcomb, Rain.  The Master Spy Handbook: Help Our Intrepid Hero Use Gadgets, Codes and Top-Secret Tactics to Save the World From Evildoers 2005.


Every student needs a little fun and this book’s title tells you all you need to know.  With a fictional hero and lively text, this book explains fifty spy techniques including Morse code, invisible ink and how to make a false wall. 

Orr, Tamra.  Primary Source History of the Colony of New Jersey, 2006.


Transcriptions and illustrations are among the types of primary sources used in this volume that covers the Lenape and the arrival of Europeans to this area, the settlements of the Dutch and English, the Revolution and statehood.  This is a good source to help students who are just beginning to use primary source information and it usable for upper elementary as well as middle school students.  The series includes the thirteen colonies and Roanoke. (AR)

Osborne, Mary Pope.  Pompeii: Lost and Found, 2006.


Easier to read than Deem’s book, this look at the ancient city focuses not on the scientific and forensic studies, but on what life was like for city dwellers at the time of the eruption.  While not an in-depth study, this will provide an enticing introduction.  (AR)
Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw.  The Buffalo and the Indians: a Shared Destiny, 2006


Prolific author Patent traces the history of the relationship between Native American tribes and the buffalo, from its beginnings in prehistory to the present. Stunning full-color photographs and paintings by well-known artists are included.
(AR)

Pauketat, Timothy.  Cahokia Mounds.   Oxford University Press, 2004.


Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site in Illinois preserves the remains of 68 of the 120 Native American mounds that were originally built there. This book explains what is known about the people who built them and what might be left to be discovered.  This is not only a fine introduction to the intricacies of archaeology, but also of the Cahokian society.
Poole, Josephine.  Anne Frank, 2005.


In this moving picture-book biography, the familiar yet compelling story is told with simple poignancy and dignity.  The stunningly evocative illustrations by Angela Barrett are worth a thousand words in capturing for young Americans what it must have felt like to be Anne Frank, a spirited child caught in the maelstrom of World War II atrocities. (AR)

Rappaport, Doreen.  Lady Liberty: a Biography, 2008.


Although this covers many of the same facts as in other volumes – the design and building in France, the long delays in coming to America, the many financial difficulties – what makes this stand out is the text, told in free verse that manages to convey the majesty and grandeur of the statue itself.  (AR)
Rappaport, Doreen.  Nobody Gonna Turn Me 'Round: Stories and Songs of the Civil Rights Movement, 2006


This stirring picture book draws on first-person accounts from famous leaders of the civil rights movement as well as testimonies of unsung heroes.  The triumphs as well as the brutality are depicted in both the text and the dramatic oil paintings that illustrate the book.  (AR)

Rappaport, Doreen.  United No More: Stories of the Civil War, 2006.


Drawn from primary sources, these are seven stories reflecting the experience of people from both sides of the conflict, both men and women.  (AR)

Ray, Deborah Kogan.  Down the Colorado: John Wesley Powell, the One-Armed Explorer, 2008.


This picture book for older readers follows the explorations of John Wesley Powell the famed naturalist who explored the Colorado River and surrounding canyons and can serve as a stunning example of overcoming disability to achieve a dream.  (AR)

Robb, Don.  This is America: The American Spirit in Places and People, 2005.


This title highlights 13 ideals inherent in American life, including diversity, the creative spirit, free enterprise, education for all, hard work, legal rights, equality, etc.  This is a lovely browsing title for students interested in different parts of the U.S. and the variety of people and places that have contributed to its history and culture, and teachers might want to use it for a project on values. (AR)

Roop, Peter and Connie.  River Roads West: America’s First Highways, 2007.


The Roops explore the role of rivers as roads in the exploration and westward expansion of America since precolonial times, discussing the histories of the Hudson, Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri, and Colorado rivers, the Rio Grande, and the Erie Canal.  Maps and period drawings are supplemented with color photos of the rivers today.  (AR)

Rosen, Daniel.  New Beginnings: Jamestown and the Virginia Colony, 1607-1699, 2005.


A solid report title, this book may also pull in curious browsers with its attractive format.  This volume covers the beginning of the Virginia colony up to the founding of Williamstown.  This is on of the Crossroads of America series, which includes books from various time periods.  The series includes, among others:  Created Equal: Women Campaign for the Right to Vote, 1840-1920; Independence Now: The American Revolution, 1763-1783; Moving North: African-Americans and the Great Migration, 1915-1930;  Speaking Out: The Civil Rights Movement, 1950-1964.
Rubalcaba, Jill.  National Geographic Investigates Ancient Egypt, 2006.


This offers the beautiful photography and illustrations characteristic of the National Geographic Society, well-written texts and sidebars, and information on recent archaeological finds.
Russo, Marisabina.  Always Remember Me: How One Family Survived World War II, 2005.


Based on her own family's story, Russo's poignant book illuminates how three German sisters miraculously survived the Holocaust.  This book introduces the Holocaust in a simple but factual narrative that can be easily understood by youngsters who have no knowledge of World War II. Gouache illustrations in Russo's familiar folk style are accompanied by many re-creations of old photos, government papers, money, and an identity card-all helping to bring the events to life.  (AR)

St. George, Judith.  The Journey of the One and Only Declaration of Independence, 2005.


St. George offers readers another engaging foray into U.S. history as she chronicles the journey of one of the nation's most hallowed documents. "The Declaration of Independence has had more homes than a traveling circus." Though lengthy and far-reaching in scope, the account moves swiftly, thanks to a conversational style and a sprinkling of interesting, little-known facts.  (AR)

St. George, Judith.  So You Want to Be an Explorer?, 2005.


This latest entry into the series by St. George and artist David Small includes five women and two explorers of color.  Using lots of humor, the author still packs a wealth of information into this enthusiastic treatment. (AR)

Schanzer, Rosalyn.  George vs. George: The American Revolution as Seen from Both Sides, 2004.


This unique approach explores how the characters and lives of King George III of England and George Washington affected the progress and outcome of the American Revolution. (AR)

Schanzer, Rosalyn.  John Smith Escapes Again!, 2006


Best remembered for his role in Jamestown and the story of Pocahontas, Smith was an experienced adventurer.  Schanzer details his far-flung adventures and his many harrowing escapes in this slim well-written and well researched volume.  (AR)

Schlitz, Laura Amy.  Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village, 2007.


Newbery Award winning collection of short one-person plays featuring characters, between ten and fifteen years old, who live in or near a thirteenth-century English manor, including a nobleman, a plowboy and the glassblower’s daughters.

(AR)

Serrano, Francisco.  The Poet King of Tezcoco: A Great Leader of Ancient Mexico, 2006.


This slender volume tells of the life of Nezahualcoyotl, ancestor of Moctezuma II and one of Mexico’s great rulers.  Students are familiar with ancient Greece and Egyptian names, but know little about the Aztec empire.  Serrano is a noted Mexican poet.  (AR)

Shapiro, Stephen and Tina Forrester.  Hoodwinked: Deception and Resistance, 2004.


This clever book is both unique and exceptional as it focuses on specific stories of deception that the Allied forces used to outwit the Axis powers and win the war.  Although is aimed more at middle schoolers, it will interest some fifth grade students as well. (AR)

Sheinkin, Steve.  King George: What Was His Problem?, 2008.


Vivid storytelling and a large dose of humor make this a very readable and unusual look at many of the prominent figures in the American Revolution. (AR)

Shoveller, Herb.  Ryan and Jimmy and the Well in Africa That Brought Them Together, 2006


Told by Ryan’s uncle, this is an inspiring story of a Canadian boy's efforts to build a well in a Ugandan village and how that campaign spawned additional successful ventures.  (AR)

Shulevitz, Uri.  The Travels of Benjamin of Tudela: Through Three Continents in the Twelfth Century, 2005.


Although this is a fictionalized account, it is an interesting addition to social studies units about the Middle Ages looking for books with a non-European focus. Beginning in 1159, a Jewish man named Benjamin of Spain set out on a 14-year journey to see places named in the Bible. Working from Benjamin's own chronicle, written in Hebrew, and other sources on the period, Shulevitz captures the true spirit of this amazing adventurer.  (AR)
Sis, Peter.  The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain, 2007.


In his most personal work to date, award-winning author Peter Ss offers a brilliant graphic memoir, taking readers on an extraordinary journey as he recalls his youth growing up in Czechoslovakia in the 1960s, when his country was on the Communist side of the Iron Curtain.  Sibert Award.  (AR)

Smith, Lane.  John, Paul, George and Ben, 2006.


No, not the Beatles, although Smith does use that illusion effectively, but a humorous fictional look at the Founding Fathers as they might have been as children – honest George (Washington), know-it-all Ben (Franklin), John (Hancock) with his excellent penmanship and Paul (Revere) with his very loud voice.  Funny, and irreverent, this is a picture book to share with older readers.  (AR)

Stokes, John A.  Students on Strike: Jim Crow, Civil Rights, Brown and Me, 2008.


Aimed at middle school students, but accessible to mature fifth graders, this is a fascinating eyewitness account of the student strike at R. R. Morton High School that helped to end separate schooling for blacks and whites, not only in Virginia but throughout the United States.  The first person narrative makes the story especially compelling.  (AR)

Talbott, Hudson.  United Tweets of America: 50 State Birds, Their Stories, Their Glories, 2008.


A humorous, irreverent look at each of the fifty states, this book uses the devise of state bird.  While this may not be the best source for reports, it is the book to use to get kids’ attention!  (AR)

Tanaka, Shelley.  Mummies: The Newest, Coolest and Creepiest from Around the World, 2005


This fascinating account of the latest mummy finds from around the world will captivate young readers as it explores the technological methods and forensic clues scientists use to investigate the mysteries of ancient civilizations. (AR)

Thimmesh, Catherine.  Madam President: The Extraordinary, True (and Evolving) Story of Women in Politics, 2004.

Thimmesh provides 23 thumbnail sketches of women involved in politics in the United States and abroad.  Abigail Adams, Eleanor Roosevelt and Margaret Thatcher are among the more obvious choices. Vigdis Finnbogadottir, Nancy Pelosi, and Mrs. J. L. Burn are less well known.  (AR)

Thomas, Peggy.  Farmer George Plants a Nation, 2008.


This is a picture book biography best suited to grades 3 and up that focuses on the accomplishments of Washington as a farmer, scientist and even an inventor.  (AR)

Tyldesley, Joyce.  Insiders: Egypt, 2007.


The multilayered CGI and 3-D artwork take center stage in this series that spans subject areas in history and science.  Egypt covers all the expected topics from pharaohs to pyramids and more, but it is superb visuals that will capture and hold students’ attention.  Also (by various authors): Oceans, Dinosaurs, Space, Predators, Knights and Castles, Volcanoes and Earthquakes, Human Body.  (AR)
Walker, Paul Robert.  Remember Little Bighorn: Indians Soldiers, and Scouts Tell their Stories, 2006


In dense detail that draws on a wide variety of primary documents, including eyewitness accounts from all sides, this handsome volume gives an almost blow-by-blow account of the famous battle that came to be known as Custer's Last Stand.  (AR)

Waryncia, Lou.  Young Heroes of the North and South, 2006


Part of a series produced by the children’s history magazine, Cobblestone, each book covers a narrow topic in an in-depth manner.  The maps and photos are well placed and act as excellent extensions to the text.  These are easier to use than many of the other books on this time period and are great choices especially for students who need simpler material.  Also: Gettysburg: Bold Battle in the North; Abraham Lincoln Defender of the Union.

Weber, Belinda.  The Best Book of Ancient Greece, 2005.


Short sentences, large type and lots of illustrations make this book a good choice for third and fourth graders who are looking for “just enough” information.  The author packs a lot in, covering wars, architecture, mythology and much more.

Weitzman, David.  A Subway for New York, 2005.


This is an accurate account of the birth of the New York City subway system as well as a glorious celebration of the system that was the most ambitious transit project of its time.  Details of the engineering behind the tunnel digging and laying of the lines as well as the beauty of some of the original subway stations are all included in this unique book.  The brevity and profuse illustrations are sure to attract kids who will find themselves hooked on the story. (AR)

Williams, Marcia.  Archie’s War, 2008.


This oversized picture book for older readers is set during World War I in England.  The scrapbook format weaves the events of the war, both on the battlefront and home front with more mundane day-to-day events.  This will surely help bring history to life for many students.  (AR)
Williams, Mary.  Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan, 2005.


Eight year old Garang, orphaned by a civil war in Sudan, finds the strength to help lead other boys as they trek hundreds of miles seeking safety, first in Ethiopia, then Kenya, and finally the United States.  This is a picture book that is best suited to sharing with older students. (AR)

al-Windawi, Thura.  Thura’s Diary: My Life in Wartime Iraq, 2004.


The strength of this diary is in its matter-of-fact delivery. The author, now a scholarship student at an American university, writes of her daily life in war-besieged Baghdad. She describes the events just prior to the U.S. and Britain's "shock & awe" attack.  Fifth grade students will get a glimpse at what life in a country at war is like for an ordinary family.  Political sentiments slip through sometimes, but the focus is more on everyday life and feelings. (AR)

Winter, Jeanette.  The Librarian of Basra: A True Story from Iraq, 2004.


In war-stricken Iraq where civilians--especially women--have little power, a librarian in Basra struggles to save her community's priceless collection of books.  A portion of the proceeds from the book's sales will be donated to a fund administered by the ALA to help rebuild the collection of Basra's Central Library.  (AR)

Winters, Kay.  Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak, 2008.


In a series of free-verse vignettes, Winters introduces readers to a variety of people and their jobs in colonial Boston, from printer to a limner, a seamstress to a school mistress.  The author includes an African slave and a Native American.  Included are a glossary and historical notes which go into more detail for each person’s job. Also: Voices of Ancient Egypt   (AR)

Wulffson, Don.  Before Columbus: Early Voyages to the Americas, 2008.


Facts and speculations are both offered in this book that is aimed at middle school readers but is accessible to fifth grade students.  The author uses artifacts and anecdotes to explore the many cultures that may have explored our continent before the arrival of Columbus.  

Yolen, Jane.  Fairy Tale Feasts: A Literary Cookbook for Young Readers and Eaters, 2006.


Breakfast, lunch and dinner recipes are included and each is matched with an appropriate fairy tale, mostly from Europe.  Also included are plentiful sidebars with interesting facts about the stories, history and food.  

Yolen, Jane.  The Salem Witch Trials: An Unsolved Mystery from History, 2004.


Yolen and her daughter outline the basic events that gripped this community while boxed text, drawn to look like pages from an investigator's notebook, add context.  The investigative approach used here gives a different perspective and encourages readers to evaluate the evidence and draw their own conclusions.  Also:  The Mary Celeste, Wolf Girls and Roanoke. (AR)

Yorinks, Adrienne.  Quilt of States: Piecing Together America, 2005.


The United States is stitched together chronologically in this stunning book that features a quilted spread for each state. Yorinks enlisted a librarian from each state to contribute a short entry to point up a few significant facts that add to the tapestry of the emerging nation.  (AR)
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